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Disease burden measured in Disability-Adjusted Life Years

Adapted from “The Global Burden of Disease:  A comprehensive assessment of mortality and
disability from diseases, injuries, and risk factors in 1990 and projected to 2020”.  Harvard
University Press.

Global Burden of Disease
1990

Lower respiratory infections 1

Diarrhoeal diseases 2

Conditions arising during the
Perinatal period 3

Unipolar major depression 4

Ischaemic heart disease 5

Cerebrovascular disease 
6

Tuberculosis 7

Measles
8

Road traffic accidents                    9

Congenital anomalies 10

Diarrhoeal diseases 16

2020
1 Ischaemic heart disease

2 Unipolar major depression

3        Road traffic accidents

4 Cerebrovascular disease

5 Chronic obstructive pulmonary disease

6 Lower respiratory infections

7 Tuberculosis

8 War

9 Diarrhoeal diseases

10 HIV

11 Conditions arising during the
Perinatal period 

25 Measles

24 Congenital anomalies


