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UK Data Strategy:

Objectives & Opportunities

⚫ Boost national productivity

⚫ Fuel business and job creation

⚫ Boost trade

⚫ Enable scientific breakthroughs

⚫ “Revolutionise” public sector

⚫ Create a fairer society for all
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UK Data Strategy:

Pillars of Effective Data Use (“Ecosystem”!)

⚫ Foundations

‒ Data management, standards, quality, security

⚫ Skills

‒ Definitions, leadership, “ensuring 

formal/vocation education rises to the 

challenge”, labour market and training

⚫ Availability

‒ Discoverability, availability, access, sharing, 

portability

⚫ Responsible Use

‒ Compliance, fairness, transparency, trust
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Also an Ecosystem of small, focussed, 

bodies

⚫Open Data Institute

⚫ Ada Lovelace Institute

⚫ Alan Turning Institute

⚫Geospatial Commission

⚫ Centre for Data Ethics and Innovation

⚫ (Health) Data Lab/Bennett Institute

⚫ NESTA Data Analytics group

⚫ TechUK

⚫ Local Government Association Data Group
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Three highlights (and lowlights)

⚫ Data Ethics

⚫ Data Standards in Municipalities

⚫Getting it wrong on Health Data
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Data Ethics

⚫ “Can I? Should I?” – Winston Churchill

⚫ Emerging UK Data Ethics Framework

‒ Transparency about data usage, benefits, risks 

and processes

‒ Accountability through effective governance and 

oversight, and involving diverse expertise

‒ Fairness through ensuring just and non-

discriminatory outcomes

‒ Restraint through recognising and respecting the 

quality and limitations of the data 

‒ Wide consultation about novel data usage
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Standards need to be owned & accepted

Municipal data standards in the UK
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Getting it wrong:

UK National Health Service data opt-outs
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Getting it wrong:

UK National Health Service data opt-outs

Learning Points

⚫ Need transparency and wide consultation

⚫ Come clean about what is already done

⚫ Fair share of benefits for each stakeholder

⚫ Prefer privacy-protecting technologies

⚫Good communications with public and all 

stakeholders

9



10


