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Quick Facts

Population (millions)

GDP (current US$, billions)

GDP per capita (current US$)

International poverty rate ($2.15 in 2017 PPP)

Definitions: 

•	 CPIA: Country Policy and Institutional Assessment
•	 IDA: International Development Association, the arm 

of the World Bank Group that provides credits to the 
poorest countries

•	 SSA: Sub-Saharan Africa

•	 Poverty data are based on the MFMod Database, Macro-
Poverty Outlook, World Bank, Spring 2025. Poverty data are 
expressed in 2017 purchasing power parity.  

•	 The GDP, GDP per capita, and population figures are from the 
World Development Indicators (WDI) Database, July 2025.  

  

Average scores for comparisons refer to country groupings as follows:

•	 IDA Borrowing Countries: 77 countries eligible for IDA credits and with CPIA 
scores in 2024

•	 SSA IDA Countries: 40 SSA IDA countries that had CPIA scores in 2024
•	 West and Central Africa: 20 SSA IDA countries with CPIA scores in 2024
•	 East and Southern Africa: 20 SSA IDA countries with CPIA scores in 2024 
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SIERRA LEONE

	u The Bank of Sierra Leone struggles with managing monetary policies 
effectively, while fiscal policy is hindered by low domestic revenue, 
overspending, and high financing costs, resulting in declining fiscal 
discipline.
	u Progress has been made in gender legal protections with the 
implementation of regulations under the Gender Equality and Women 
Empowerment Act, promoting equal access to employment and credit.
	u There are significant deficiencies in regulations concerning business 
exit and competition, necessitating further strengthening despite an 
adequate framework for business entry.
	u The health sector experiences challenges such as many unpaid 
workers, uneven distribution of trained staff, and shortages of essential 
supplies, negatively affecting service quality.
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