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Definitions: 

•	 CPIA: Country Policy and Institutional Assessment
•	 IDA: International Development Association, the arm 

of the World Bank Group that provides credits to the 
poorest countries

•	 SSA: Sub-Saharan Africa

•	 Poverty data are based on the MFMod Database, Macro-
Poverty Outlook, World Bank, Spring 2025. Poverty data are 
expressed in 2017 purchasing power parity.  

•	 The GDP, GDP per capita, and population figures are from the 
World Development Indicators (WDI) Database, July 2025.  

  

Average scores for comparisons refer to country groupings as follows:

•	 IDA Borrowing Countries: 77 countries eligible for IDA credits and with CPIA 
scores in 2024

•	 SSA IDA Countries: 40 SSA IDA countries that had CPIA scores in 2024
•	 West and Central Africa: 20 SSA IDA countries with CPIA scores in 2024
•	 East and Southern Africa: 20 SSA IDA countries with CPIA scores in 2024 
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SÃO TOMÉ AND PRÍNCIPE

	u São Tomé and Príncipe has been facing challenges from rising inflation 
and a balance of payment shock in 2023 that weakened international 
reserves, and the authorities are using monetary policy and structural 
reforms to address these challenges and support the exchange rate peg.
	u The government is actively addressing significant fiscal imbalances 
caused by high fuel import costs, demonstrating a commitment to 
restoring fiscal sustainability.
	u Efforts are underway to improve public debt management, with plans 
for more consistent reporting and updated strategies.
	u  The banking system is seeing positive changes, with improvements 
in nonperforming loans and ongoing enhancements in supervisory 
practices and setting the stage for increased credit growth and 
stronger risk management.
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