2014 Regional Gender Knowledge Forum
Competition Guidelines


Introduction

The 2014 Regional Gender Knowledge Forum (RGKF) is a World Bank initiative to increase regional knowledge exchange of ideas on successful interventions that have addressed gender-specific challenges in selected countries in Europe and Central Asia (Moldova, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan). This will be done through a competition designed to identify exemplary projects within each country specifically related women’s empowerment. Winners at the national level will be invited to a regional forum to be recognized for their work, exchange lessons learned, develop partnerships with peers from other countries, and receive relevant training to help maximize the impact of their projects.
Theme
The theme of the 2014 RGKF is “Women’s Empowerment”. While much has been done throughout the ECA region to reduce large gender gaps in human development, many countries are still facing serious gender inequalities in multiple areas. Gender disparities throughout the selected countries are largely present in endowments (health, demographics and education), access to economic opportunities (labor markets) and women’s voice. 

Eligibility 

Who is eligible to apply?
Only legal entities, established according to the legislation of the six participating countries (Moldova, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan, and Uzbekistan) are eligible to apply for the competition. Individuals are not eligible without affiliation to a legal entity. The competition is open to local or regional civil society organizations, academic or research institutions, private companies, foundations development agencies, and local government institutions.
What projects are eligible for consideration?
Projects must be related to the theme of women’s empowerment, be carried out in one or more countries of the participating countries, and be ongoing or recently completed (as of January 1, 2013).
Winners

A maximum of two winners will be selected at the national level. Winners will receive a trip to attend the regional knowledge forum in Almaty, Kazakhstan in May. At this conference they will be recognized by the World Bank as a regional leader in promoting women’s empowerment and will have the opportunity to present their work.  Please note that there will be no funding offered for projects.
Competition Timeline
Please note that all dates are subject to change. 

	March 19, 2014
	Competition opens

	April 7, 2014
	Deadline for submission of proposals

	April 11, 2014
	Notification of winners

	May 12-14, 2014
	Regional Gender Knowledge Forum (Almaty, Kazakhstan)


Submission
To submit a proposal, please use the 2014 RGKF Official Proposal Form available electronically at http://www.worldbank.org/en/events/2014/05/12/regional-gender-knowledge-forum or in print from a designed World Bank country office. Proposals will only be accepted if this format is followed. As the competition is regional in nature, all proposals must be submitted in the Russian or Romanian language. 

To be eligible for consideration, proposals must be received by midnight on Monday April 7, 2014 (local time in the city of submission; see below for further details). Preferably proposals will be submitted by electronic mail to GenderForum@worldbank.org. If submission by email is not possible, the proposal may also be submitted to the respective country’s World Bank office by fax or postal mail. Addresses are provided below:
	Astana, Kazakhstan
	The World Bank
Attention:  Mr. Rakhymzhan Assangaziyev
Samal 12, 14th floor, Astana 010000, Kazakhstan

Fax: (+7-7172) 580-342



	Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic
	The World Bank

Attention:  Ms. Saida Ismailakhunova

214 Moskovskaya St., Bishkek, 720010, Kyrgyz Republic

Fax: (+996 312) 610-356



	Chisinau, Moldova
	The World Bank
Attention:  Ms. Carolina Odobescu
20/1, Pushkin St., MD-2012, Chisinau, Moldova
Fax: (373-22) 237 053



	Dushanbe, Tajikistan
	The World Bank

Attention:  Ms. Sarvinoz Barfieva

48 Aini str.  Business Center "Sozidanie", 3rd floor, Dushanbe, Tajikistan
Fax: (992-48) 701 58 37


	Ashgabat, Turkmenistan
	The World Bank

Attention:  Mr. Serdar Jepbarov

United Nations Building, c/o World Bank, 40 Galkynysh Str., Ashgabat 744000, Turkmenistan

Fax: (+993-12) 351-693



	Tashkent, Uzbekistan
	The World Bank

Attention:  Ms. Irina Tsoy

107B Amir Temur Str., Block C, 15th floor, Tashkent 100084, Uzbekistan
Fax: (998-71) 238 5951, 238 5952




Evaluation

All eligible proposals will be evaluated by a local selection committee designated by World Bank staff according to the following criteria:

· Strategic Alignment: The proposal should demonstrate that the project identifies and addresses key challenges related to women’s empowerment within the local context.

· Impact: The proposal should demonstrate the impact of the project for intended beneficiaries, and adequately describe how that impact is defined and measured.
· Sustainability: The project should also address depth of sustainability beyond financial models and consider development challenges from a long term perspective.
· Replicability: The proposal should demonstrate that the project’s approach can be used by other organizations/groups in contexts with similar conditions or identify opportunities to overcome constraints to its adoption elsewhere.
· Knowledge: The proposal should identify key lessons learned which were essential for the successful implementation of the project, and demonstrate how others could benefit from this experience. 
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