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Abdo Yazbeck 
Lead Economist 
Ayazbeck@worldbank.org 

I am currently the acting Practice Manager for Health, Nutrition, and Population 
for East and Southern Africa.  I also a lead health economist for the Africa 
region.  The region I cover has had impressive successes but remains among the 

poorest in the world and continues to have high levels of maternal mortality, malnutrition, and 
high fertility.  Prior to working on Africa I was the manager for health in Europe and Central 
Asia and the program leader for the health team for the Bank’s training arm.  

 
Andres Falconer 
afalconer@worldbank.org 

Head of Partnerships at the World Bank Secretariat for the Global Partnership 
for Social Accountability (GPSA). Prior to this, between 2007 and 2012, he was 
the Managing Director of Ashoka UK and Director of the Ashoka Support 
Network, based in London. Before this he was the Executive Director of LEAD 
Brazil, in Sao Paulo, Brazil. He co-founded and managed CEATS, the Center 

for Social Entrepreneurship of the University of São Paulo. He has lectured on civil society 
organizations and social entrepreneurship in a number of professional and academic institutions, 
including the INSEAD Programme on Social Entrepreneurship (Portugal), and the CEATS MBA 
Program on Third Sector Management (Brazil). Andres holds a Masters degree in Management 
and was a fellow of the Johns Hopkins Center for Civil Society Studies. 

 
 

Akiko Maeda 
Lead Health Specialist 
Amaeda@worldbank.org  

Akiko Maeda currently holds the position of Lead Health Specialist at the Health, 
Nutrition and Population Department of the World Bank, and is leading the World 
Bank’s strategy on Human Resources for Health for Universal Health Coverage.  

Akiko has over 20 years of experience in international health and social development programs, 
and has provided policy advice to senior Government officials in health policy reforms 
throughout the Middle East, Africa, Asia and Europe.  Her areas of expertise include health 
insurance and health financing reforms, health services reorganization, and human resources for 
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health.  Before joining the World Bank, Akiko held various positions with the Asian 
Development Bank, UNICEF and UNDP.  She has a Ph.D. in Health Economics from Johns 
Hopkins School of Public Health; M.A. in Biochemistry & Molecular Biology from Harvard 
University; M.A. in Middle Eastern Studies also from Harvard University; and a B.A. degree in 
Biochemistry from Princeton University.   

 
Christel Vermeersch 
Senior Economist  
cvermeersch@worldbank.org 
  
 
 

 
 
 

Enis Baris 
Practice Manager 
ebaris@worldbank.org 

Enis Barış is a medical doctor with graduate degrees in Public Health (M.Sc.) and 
Epidemiology (Ph.D.) and a wide range of experience as director, manager and 
technical expert in development and research in over 30 countries in Europe, East 
Asia, Middle East and North Africa, Sub Saharan Africa and Latin America. At 

present, Enis Barış is Sector Manager for Health, Nutrition and Population in the Middle East 
and North Africa Region of the World Bank, a position he came back to recently after having 
been Director of the Division of Country Health Systems at the European Regional Office of the 
World Health Organization. Since joining the Bank in 1999, Enis Barış has been engaged in 
leading policy dialogue and operations on health and human development in the regions of East 
Asia and Pacific, Europe and Central Asia and now Middle East and North Africa. His technical 
work at the Bank spans over public health issues such as HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis, indoor air 
pollution and lung health, as well as broader health system development issues. At various stages 
of his career, Enis Barış has chaired, or served on, the Board of several international 
organizations, the International Union against Tuberculosis and Lung Diseases, Council of 
Health Research for Development and the Alliance for Health System and Policy Research. He is 
the editor and author of several books and peer-reviewed publications. 
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Michele Gragnolati 
mgragnolati@worldbank.org 

Michele Gragnolati is the Global Lead for Population and Development at the 
World Bank. Before that he was for Program Leader for HNP, Education, Social 
Protection and Labor, Poverty and Gender for Argentina, Uruguay and Paraguay, 
based in Buenos Aires. He also held the positions of Human Development Sector 
Leader for Brazil, based in Brasilia and for the Western Balkans, based in 

Sarajevo. Michele also worked on health, poverty and social protection activities in South and 
East Asia.  He holds a BA in Economics from Bocconi University in Milan, as well as a M.Sc. in 
Demography from the London School of Economics and a Ph.D. in Population Studies from the 
Office of Population Research of Princeton University. Michele has published a number of 
articles on varied human development topics in refereed journals and three books with the World 
Bank, the first on malnutrition in India and the second and the third on the consequences of 
population aging in Brazil and Argentina respectively. 
 
 

Netsanet Workie 
Senior Economist (Health) 
nwalelign@worldbank.org 
 
I am currently the task team leader for Zambia health services improvement 
project, impact evaluation of Rwanda community performance based financing 
program, and Seychelles health sector advisory services. I also provide support to 

the development of Liberia’s post Ebola investment plan for building a resilient health system.  

 

 

Shiela Dutta 
Senior Health Specialist  
Sdutta@worldbank.org 
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Patricio Marquez 
Lead Health Specialist 
Pmarquez@worldbank.org  

Patricio V. Marquez is a World Bank Lead Health Specialist, who served as Public 
Health Focal Point at the Health, Nutrition and Population Global Practice of the 
World Bank over June 2014-present.  Since July 2014, he has been the co-lead of 

the WBG team that designed the Ebola Emergency Response Program for West Africa and 
prepared the US$390 million Ebola Emergency Response Project for Guinea, Liberia and Sierra 
Leone.  He was also deployed to WHO Geneva to help coordinate the WB and WHO interface 
on the Global Response to Ebola over the September-December 2014 period. He also served as 
the co-lead with WHO of the Thematic Working Group on Health, Nutrition and Water and 
Sanitation for the preparation of the UNDP-multi agency and multi sector Ebola Recovery 
Assessment over January-March 2015.  Before assuming this role, he served as Human 
Development Sector Leader for Ghana, Liberia and Sierra Leone, as well as for Malawi, Zambia 
and Zimbabwe, based in Accra, Ghana. Prior, he served as Health Cluster Leader for the 
countries in Southern Africa in 2011-12 and worked in the Europe and Central Asia (ECA) 
region over 2004-2011, assisting countries in designing and implementing health system reform 
and disease-specific projects. Over 1988-2003, he prepared and managed health systems 
development and strengthening, science and technology, and HIV/AIDS prevention and control 
projects in Latin America and the Caribbean. He has authored reports on non-communicable 
diseases and road traffic injuries in Sub-Saharan Africa, road safety in ECA, the demographic 
and health crisis in Russia, health system challenges in Russia, blood transfusion systems and the 
spread of HIV in Central Asia, HIV/AIDS in the Caribbean, non-communicable diseases and 
health systems in Chile, and health system assessments in several countries. He also co-authored 
a recent report on non-communicable diseases (NCDs) in China, and a policy note on NCDs and 
road traffic injuries in Cambodia. He helped prepare the $1 billion Global Avian Influenza 
Preparedness and Control Framework Program in 2006, and the $1.2 billion Global Food 
Response Facility in 2008. He pursued his graduate studies at the Johns Hopkins University 
Bloomberg School of Public Health. 

 
 

 Pia Schneider 
Lead Evaluation Officer 
pschneider@worldbank.org 

Pia Schneider is Lead Evaluator for Human Development at the Independent 
Evaluation Group (IEG) of the World Bank. She was the task team leader of two 
IEG evaluations: World Bank Group support to youth employment, and of Bank 
Group support to health financing reforms. She has previously worked as an 

economist for the Bank’s Europe and Central Asia human development department.  She holds a 
BA and MA in economics from the University of Basel (Switzerland) and a Ph.D. in health 
economics from the University of London. 


