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Forum held by the World Bank Group — PDAC 2014

The World Bank Group is organizing a forum entitled “Recent Developments in Mining and Sustainable
Development in Latin America” to be held in the Metro Toronto Convention Center, North Building, on
March 5, 2014, from 8.a.m. to 12 p.m.

The forum will gather policy makers, mining companies, practitioners, civil society representatives,
community leaders and other donors.

The forum is structured in three main sessions:

1) Colombian government’'s efforts to restructure the mining sector in order to promote
transparency, good governance and an attractive investment climate;

2) Peru’s policies and programs that leverage mining to promote development in mining regions.

3) The opportunities and challenges for mining in Guatemala, the Dominican Republic, and Haiti;

High level government representatives and speakers will be invited to share experiences in an open
session, and make suggestions on ways through which the World Bank may fine-tune its support to the
development of the mining industry in these countries, including measures designed to foster good
governance, transparency, private investment and a stronger link between mining exploration and
sustainable and inclusive development.

Objective

The objective of the forum is twofold: first, to share the lessons learned from recent policies
implemented in countries such as Peru and Colombia, and secondly, to understand the opportunities
and challenges associated with mining in several Central American countries such as Guatemala, the
Dominican Republic and Haiti.

Context

Mining is a complex sector but, when managed in a transparent and sustainable way, it can help reduce
poverty and promote economic growth. The World Bank’s Sustainable Energy Department and Qil, Gas,
and Mining Unit (SEGOM) promotes policies and programs that help secure shared, sustainable
development outcomes through good governance and transparency.

In Latin America, SEGOM has been supporting Colombia’s, Peru’s, Haiti’'s and Guatemala’s efforts to
expand their mining sectors in a transparent and sustainable way. This support includes providing
technical assistance in the Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (EITI) processes.

Mining-related conflict has become a common feature in many developing countries, where encounters
between large mining companies, local communities and artisanal small-scale miners are often
characterized by protests, failed engagement and violent conflicts. In this context, achieving inclusive
and sustainable development poses a major challenge for countries with promising mining prospects
such as Guatemala, Haiti and the Dominican Republic. The latter have significant geological and mining
potential and are making substantial strides in promoting its mining sector.
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The government of Colombia has elected mining as one of its main drivers of development and has
been restructuring the mining sector to improve good governance, transparency and guarantee a
favorable investment climate. The World Bank has been supporting the Colombian government’s efforts
by, among other things, preparing a transparent tendering methodology and template documentation for
strategic mineral reserve areas and by analyzing the current state of Colombia’s mining laws and
regulations and of the regulatory mechanisms and organs that govern the different components of
mining revenue.

In Peru, the contribution of mining to the economy is undeniable. Still, for the mining industry it is difficult
to demonstrate the positive impact of mining on the development of mining regions, particularly in the
Andean highlands. To address this challenge, the government has designed several mechanisms to
promote local and regional development, and has established over the last 10 years alternative forms of
public-private coordination to channel greater social investment in mining regions.

i i ires étrange INTERGOVERNMENTAL FORUM
Foreign Affairs, Trade and Aﬁalres étrangeres, Commerce ON MINING, MINERALS, METALS
Development Canada et Développement Canada AND SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT



