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AR5, WGII, Ch 13 Livelihoods & Poverty

ES, Ch13:  Observed evidence suggests that climate change and climate variability 

worsen existing poverty, exacerbate inequalities, and trigger both new 

vulnerabilities and some opportunities for individuals and communities. Climate 

change interacts with non-climatic stressors and entrenched structural inequalities to 

shape vulnerabilities (high confidence, based on medium evidence, high agreement). 

SPM: Differences in vulnerability and exposure arise from non-climatic factors and from 

multidimensional inequalities often produced by uneven development processes (very 

high confidence). People who are socially, economically, culturally, politically, 

institutionally, or otherwise marginalized are especially vulnerable to climate change and 

also to some adaptation and mitigation responses (medium evidence, high agreement). 



Focus: Power Dynamics

F. Gemenne et al. 2014 (Climatic Change)

“the power of political processes and markets to deny some groups the 
freedoms and opportunities that they need to make choices in their 
interests and to act on those decisions, and the power of institutions to 
appropriate and divert processes that aim to overcome vulnerability”

 Poverty and inequality are largely driven by power differentials 
(social relations, institutions).

 Impacts from climate change & climate change policies are funneled 
through uneven power relations, typically at the expense of the poor, 
disadvantaged, and less powerful. Climate change is a threat multiplier.

 Inequalities drive vulnerabilities and constrain adaptive capacities.



Types of Social Protection

(Adapted after Arnall et al. 2010; Davies et al. 2009) 



Poverty Approaches & Framings

Leichenko & Silva 2014

Individual failure They - us - benefit - harm 



Anti-Social Poverty Politics

http://metro.co.uk/2014/12/27/france-puts-up-anti-homeless-cages-around-park-benches-on-christmas-eve-5000952/

Discursive framing 
of the poor 

(‘othering’) protects 
the privileged 

(willful omission)



Vulnerability to Sea Level Rise, U.S.

Martinich et al. 2013



Social Vulnerability Index (USA) 

Martinich et al. 2013



People at Risk –
Property Worth Protecting

Economically efficient responses to seal level rise
Most land projected to be abandoned  - in areas with highest social vulnerability
Poor more exposed, and not worth protecting (economic efficiency)
Uneven power structures benefit the rich at the expense of the poor

Martinich et al. 2013



Social Relations & Power Differentials

• Structural, systemic inequalities – the poor & the non-poor

• Social relations create poverty and privilege

• Institutional arrangements, social policies (“bad”)

• Unequal geographies of power – poverty narratives

• ‘Deserving’ and ‘undeserving’ poor – dispossession

• Poverty admits plenty – criminalization, stigmatization

• Exercises of power, flourishing at the expense of others 

• Mechanisms of exclusion, disenfranchisement

• Systematic erosion of capabilities ( risk management)

• Wealth redistribution, inclusive growth, shared prosperity



Managing Risk in the AR5 (WGII)

Limited ability build adaptive capacity

Persistence of vulnerable conditions 

High susceptibility to cumulative stressors

Irreversibility of consequences

The propensity or 
predisposition to be 
adversely affected. 

The potential occurrence of a 
physical event or trend that 
may cause loss of life, injury, 
and damage. 

The presence of people and  
livelihoods in places that could 

be adversely affected.

SPM, WGII AR5, 2014



Multidimensional Vulnerability

Inequalities

Olsson et al., Ch 13, and TS, WGII, AR5, 2014 



Livelihood
Dynamics

Indigenous 
Populations, 

Bolivian 
Andes

Olsson et al. 2014, Ch13, AR5, WGII
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Olsson et al. 2014, Ch13, AR5, WGII



Pastoralists, 
Botswana

Olsson et al. 2014, Ch13, AR5, WGII
Sallu et al. 2010



Pastoralists, 
Botswana

Olsson et al. 2014, Ch13, AR5, WGII; Sallu et al. 2010



Lagos: Sea Level Rise, Flooding, 
and Institutional Neglect

Ajibade et al. 2013

Poor
Rich



Beyond Exposure:
Structural Violence & Social Stigma

Ajibade & McBean 2014

Legacy of a dual city – relocations
Denial of housing rights & tenure security
Encroachment of hazardous landscapes
Erosion of natural resilience against flooding
Environmentally intolerable coping strategies

Waste filling (house construction, flood control)
Symbol of livelihood struggle + pollution
Threats of eviction – wooden fragile houses
Distrust in early warning – legacy of evictions
Exclusion from safety nets – “Badia/Bad Area”



Gender, Class, Social Exclusion, 
and Discriminatory Health Policies

Ajibade et al. 2013
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Dynamic Understanding of 
Inequality and Transformation

Tschakert et al. 2013

Assessments
Enhancing capacities for change



Conclusion - Recommendations
• Go beyond impacts on ‘the poor’  structural inequalities
• Focus on factors that push ‘the poor’ into exposed areas 

and institutions & policies that keep them vulnerable
• No standardized metrics  patterns of relational drivers
• Tackle dynamics that limit the poor’s choices to cope with 

and adapt to crises, and enhance capacities for change
• Focus on enabling conditions for risk management among 

the poor and marginalized (social relations)
• Tailored policies that allow the poor to navigate between 

‘places to live and be’ and ‘spaces of vulnerability’
• Climate + poverty + social + housing + planning policies
• Mobile, flexible, creatively targeted social protection
• Trustworthy institutions – training, preparedness, anti-

discrimination campaigns, and promotion of rights



Conclusion - Recommendations
• Go beyond impacts on ‘the poor’  structural inequalities
• Focus on factors that push ‘the poor’ into exposed areas 

and institutions & policies that keep them vulnerable
• No standardized metrics  patterns of relational drivers
• Tackle dynamics that limit the poor’s choices to cope with 

and adapt to crises, and enhance capacities for change
• Foster enabling conditions for risk management among the 

poor and marginalized (less skewed social relations)
• Tailored programs/investments that recognize ‘the poor’ + 

collective action (incl. the rich) to rectify growing imbalance
• Mobile, flexible social protection + strong inclusive growth
• Climate+poverty+social+housing+planning+ag+food policies
• Transparent pro-poor institutions – training, preparedness, 

anti-discrimination campaigns, and promotion of rights


