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Education in Canada 





Early learning  

in Ontario 



How child care 

works in Ontario 



Child care 

on 

traditional 

First 

Nations 

territories 



Full-day kindergarten for 

four and five year olds 



Kindergarten 

team 



Children with special needs  

attend full-day kindergarten 



Full-day kindergarten fully 

implemented by 2014 



Benefits of play-based 

learning 











Brain cell development from birth to age 2 

Newborn 1 Month 2 Years 9 Months 



At Birth 14 Years Old 6 Years Old 

Synaptic density 





How the Early Development 

Instrument works 
 

The EDI assesses children’s readiness to 

learn when they enter school by looking at 

five key areas of child development 





Early Development Instrument 
 

• physical health and well-being 

• social competence 

• emotional maturity 

• language and cognitive development 

• communication skills and general 

knowledge 



Vulnerability 
 

•  Vulnerability is calculated for each EDI 

domain 

 

•  Children in lowest quartile in one or 

more EDI domains are at risk of not being 

development ready to fully benefit from the 

grade 1 learning program 

 



At	risk	Vulnerable	

    Not on track 

25th 
percentile 

10th 
percentile 

50th 
percentile 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EDI vulnerability and risk 



Child 

• Gender (boy) 

• Age (younger) 

• Low birth weight 

• Language (not 

speaking 

fluently) 

 

Family 

• Low income 

• Not intact 

• Education (low) 

• Mother’s age 

(teenage) 

What are risks? 



Vulnerability by family income 
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Outcome measure 

Targeted 
strategies 

decrease curve 
for vulnerable 

Mean 

From Brinkman, modified 

Gap stays the 
same 
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Targeted 
strategies 
decrease curve 
for vulnerable 

Universal strategies-

entire population moves  

Outcome measure 

Mean moves 

Gap narrows 



  

 

Process  

 

Teachers 

 complete 

 EDI 

 

 

 

 

 

Communities/ 

Schools 

 receive 

 results 
 

 

 

Areas of 
need are 
identified 

Results 

inform and 

mobilize 

community 

action 
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Schools Like Us 

Social Risk Index Cluster Analysis 
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Learning in our 

Neighbourhood 



“Perhaps most 

important of all, [the 

EDI results] are a 

means of raising 

community 

awareness and 

mobilizing 

community 

resources in support 

of the early years 

development of all 

children.” 
  

  Unicef 

 



Early learning                     

affects children’s 

development                      

and future well-being 



Early 

learning 

pays long-

term 

dividends  

in better 

health 



Self regulation 
Inhibition 

  1. Asleep      

  2. Drowsy 

  3. Hypoalert 

  4. Calmly focused and Alert 

  5. Hyperalert 

  6. Flooded 

Activation 
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7-to-1  
return on early   

learning investment,  

research says 



  

 1,500 
days 





FDK Reduces Risks in Language  

& Cognitive Development 

The Early Development Instrument measures 

children’s ability to meet the challenges of school 

and predicts academic success. 

½ Day K 

15.8 
% 
risk 

1 Year FDK 

15.7 
risk 

% 

2 Years FDK 

4.3 risk 

% 



FDK Reduces Risks 

In Social Competence (SK) 

½ Day K 

10.5 % 
risk 

1 Year FDK 

6.7 % 
risk 

2 Years FDK 

5.8 

 

% 
risk 



FDK Reduces Risks In Communication  

Skills and General Knowledge (SK) 

½ Day K 

10.5 
% 
risk 

1 Year FDK 

7.6 
% 

risk 

2 Years FDK 

5.8 
% 

risk 




