Urban Research Symposium: “Urban Development for Economic Growth
and Poverty Reduction”, World Bank, Washington, DC, December 15-17,
2003

Topicl: Dimensions of Poverty and Livelihoods

Group D: Rural-Urban Transtion and Linkagesin Livelihoods

Strengthening the L ocal Economy: L essons Drawn from the
ECOLOC Programme for Poverty Reduction in West African Cities

Dr. Francois Paul Y atta
Regiond Adviser, ECOFILOC, Municipa Development Partnership (MDP)

Cotonou, Benin

fyatta@pdm-net.org
R 1 100 U o o 1SRRI 1
I1.  Managing the economy locdly in West Africac the ECOLOC programme.................... 1
21  Origin and organisation of the ECOLOC Programime.........coeeeeeeereereeresresesesiennens 1
22 Quantifying theloCa B00N0MY .........coiriririeieee e 3
23  Andyssof theloca economy in terms of comected activity complexes.................... 3
24  |dentifying the“pilots’ of the loca economy: loca control and globdisdtion.............. 4
25  Taking into consderation space and regiona planning..........coceeceeevereneneneneneseenns 5
I11.  Lessonsfrom the ECOLOC ProgramME........cceeeereerrerierseruesseseeeessessessesseseessessesseenes 6
3.1. Thepopular economy isloca rather than urban or rurd............ccccoeeeeveeieccievieeene, 6
3.2.  Rurd poverty and the development of the loca market............cceeveceeveeiecciesieenene, 6
3.3.  Urban poverty and the workings of theinformal Sector ............cccceecveveveeiecciesieenee, 7
3.4. Inthetowns, thelocd authority is often poorer than theresdents............ccoceevvenneee. 8
3.5, ECOLOC and poverty Profil€S........ccceeiieieiieieceseese e sre e 9
3.6. Local-levd poverty reduction and accessto information............ccccveveeveevieceeseeennenn 9
IV. New proposals for complementing current poverty reduction strategies...................... 10
4.1. How iswedlth to be created within each town-based region? ..........ccccveverereeneee. 10

4.2.  Ftting information SySEMST0 NEEGS........coviiiieriereresee e 11



l. Introduction

The West African Long Term Perspective Study (WAL TPS) demonstrates that the economy of
a country or region can be interpreted not only as a combination of sectors, but dso as an
interlocking system of local economies each made up of an urban centre (or cluster of towns)
and its rurd hinterland. In most West African countries, these smal urban-centred regions
generate at least four-fifths of total economic activity athough they occupy less than one-fifth of
the country’s total area. It is these small urban-centred regions that see the main innovationsin
farming and trading systems, and aso in land management and socid relaions.

The decentrdisation process, which dl West African countries have undertaken, is thus the
logica consequence of the increasing number of cities and towns that are power centres seeking
to assat themsdves. The newly created loca authorities were initidly given the task of
adminigtering their territories, but soon realised that they could not do their job properly without
getting involved in loca economic development and understanding the workings of the economy
of their area and its interactions with surrounding aress.

For that reason in 1997 the Municipa Development Programme (MDP) and the Club du Sahd
st up the ECOLOC programme “Managing the economy locdly in West Africa’. Its
objectives are asfollows:

0 define the concept of local economy and show that it is possible to andyse and describe its
workings, main driving forces and interactions with the rest of the country and the world a
large;

o reved the potential and the obstacles to the development of these local economies and
examine how they could be sustainably revitdised;

O define the roles of the various public and private, locd and externd actors, and set up
conditions for more effective did ogue between them dl;

o assginthe emergence of acodition of interests for agtrategy of loca development;

0 determine the consequent information and training needs of loca actors ECOLOC is an
goplication of the principle “empowerment by knowledge'.

1. Managing the Economy Locally in West Africa: The ECOLOC
Programme

2.1 Origin and organisation of the ECOLOC programme

Each ECOLOC exercise covers a smdl region comprising a second-rank town (regiond capitd
or town with a population of the order of 100,000 inhabitants) and its rura area of influence.
West Africa has a present a hundred or so such towns. ECOLOC areas, with tota
populations of roughly 500,000, are smal enough to be studied “exhaugtivey”, but sufficiently
differentiated to reved the complexity of economic and socid processes, to help understand the



actud behaviour of the actors and identify the main determining factors in urban-rurd
interactions.

An ECOLOC exercise has three phases a sudy phase lagting four to 9x months, a policy
didogue and consultation phase of the same length; and an implementation phase for the locd
development and economic revitadisation strategy, which begins after the consultation phase and
lasts for an indefinite period.

The study phase leads to the production of a set of coherent retrospective and prospective data
on the loca economy, its actors, issues, and trends, expressed quantitatively (as urban-rurd
Socid Accounting Matrices), quditatively and spatidly. The study is Steered by a committee
meade up initidly of the loca mayor or mayors and a few economic agents or representatives of
chambers of trade, gradualy extended to other stakeholders. The study phase ends with a
public reporting-back of resultsin the presence of al stakeholders.

GENERAL OUTLINE OF THE ECOLOC PROCESS

Phase 1 : study (6 months) Phase 2 : circulation and debate (4-6 months) Phase 3: operationnal implementation

Representatives of the whole population
Representatives of various components of the local economy
Economic _operators

Municipal Council
Mayors Office 11 | OWNERSHIP PROCESS >

The policy didogue and consultation phase starts as soon as the studies have been reported

back. It consgts of a series of targeted consultations and negotiations under the auspices of

eech loca authority with the participation of members of the study team and resource persons.

The am isto gradualy congtruct a shared vison of how the local economy works, its srengths
and wesknesses, and to reach, if not a broad consensus, at least a codlition of interests around a
drategy for locad development and control of their own future regained by local indtitutions and
operators.

The implementation phase for the strategies of locad development and revitdisation of the loca

economy concerns, first as individuas and then in partnership, every mgor decison-maker and
group of locd stakeholders: loca authorities, adminigtration and public services, professond

organisations, local and externd partners. This phase may involve the creation of associations
of municipdlities to lobby the nationa authorities on common issues (such as improving the loca

network of markets) and, in the case of border municipdities, the creation of consultative bodies
with the locd authorities in neighbouring countries to discuss common issues, particularly
regiona planning and the encouragement of regiond trade.
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Full detals of the ECOLOC exercises can be found in the methodology handbook and
published case-studies. Below are a few aspects of the method for devisng a loca economy
information system.

2.2  Quantifying the local economy

The ECOLOC programme is based on the principle that for dialogue between the various
components of civil society and their partners to be fruitful it must be based on qudity
information available to al. Inthe ECOLOC exercises, therefore, an exhaustive, quantified and
mapped presentation of the local economy is an essentia preliminary task.

To gpply the principles explained in the Introduction, the quantified description of the loca
economy is based on the combination of a partly “modeled” macro approach and a micro
approach using targeted observation on the ground. The success of the ECOLOC approach
partly depends on the capacity of the study team to achieve the right baance and cross-
fertilisation between the two approaches.

The macro gpproach condructs an initid dynamic picture of the loca economy by spatiaising
nationd accounts and using demo-economic and spatid models. This dynamic picture is used
as a framework for the studies on the ground, which in turn gradudly refine it. The demo-
economic and spatid “moded” of the loca economy that emerges from this iterative process is
then used to interpret past performance and sketch long-term visons, to evduate the
consequences of a given action on the loca economy, and to carry out various comparative
anayses between the study area and the rest of the region or country.

The second approach is more practical but necessarily partial, based on the compilation of
exiding datigtics and short ad hoc surveys. This micro or meso gpproach, which consumes
most of the study resources, is intended to provide adequate information on topics such as the
household economy, enterprises in the “modern” and “informa” sectors, trading in goods and
sarvices and trangfers, private and public capital, and administration and loca authorities.

2.3 Analysis of the local economy in terms of connected activity
complexes

A complex here means dl those activities and transactions related to a given economic activity,
directly (via the production process), indirectly (via the inputs for that production process) and
the induced effects (via the distribution of income generated by the activities). By consdering
each activity complex and the location of its direct, indirect and induced activities (in town, in the
hinterland, in the rest of the country, and so on), it is possble to caculae a st of locd
multipliers for employment and value added and assess the degree to which each activity is
connected to the loca economy or the outside world.

The first and most important activity complex is obvioudy the primary complex. Whereas actud
agricultura production takes place mainly in rura aress, an increasing proportion of the indirect



effects, due to intengfication, occur in urban areas. The centrd town in the study area is not
adways the main beneficiary of these indirect effects. For example, Saint Louis in Senegd only
gans a margind advantage from the neighbouring sugar plant in Richard Toll and the irrigated
rice-farming in the River Senegd vdley. Saint Louis s future will largely depend on the ability of
its business community to regain control of the valey’'s primary complex, repressed by decades
of State and “socidist” management of agriculture. This example shows that atown’s economy
cannot be studied without proper information about changes in the agriculture and rurd
economy of its hinterland.

Apat from the primary complex, which has a mainly rurd base, and complexes linked to
specific activities such as mining, each area exhibits the following town-based activity complexes
corresponding to the various functions normally exercised by an urban area:

o providing for the population’s basic needs, besides food;
o building and maintaining the town and its area of influence;
o producing fina and intermediate goods and services other than those previoudy mentioned,;

o trading (exporting, importing, re-exporting) goods and services with the rural area of
influence, other towns, other regions, the rest of the world, and circulating money;

o adminigering the town and its area of influence.

The importance of the marketing function and size of the “import-export” complex are typical of
town dynamism. A town can only grow faster than its naturd population increeseif it isableto
connect to acircuit of transfers and a market economy that goes beyond loca sdlf-sufficiency.

Anaysis of the loca economy in terms of complexes makes it possible to see towns not as
closed systems but as centres that structure the local economy and develop relations with the
hinterland and the rest of the world.

24 Identifying the “pilots” of the local economy: local control and
globalisation

Within each complex, the study team seeks to identify the main public and private actors,
whether locad or from outsde the region, “modern” or “informal”, assess their degree of
involvement in loca economic life, their performance, drengths, wesknesses, desres or
expectations, and their ability to react to the business cycle and anticipate structura change.

In this way, the ECOLOC studies seek to answer the following questions. what centres of
decison do the various components of the loca economy depend on? What externd factors
have a mgor influence on these various components? What can loca operators do to maximise
their chancesin anincreasingly “globdised” environment?

In most of the mid-szed towns studied, the great mgority of the population lives and works a
the base leve of the economy. This component is therefore a large one, in terms of jobs,
income generation, access to essential goods and services, and capitd accumulation.



While the base levd economy of a town may indisputably be caled locd, in the sense that it
only depends on loca decisions and incentives, thisisless clear for the exposed level: its centres
of decison are not necessarily, indeed hardly ever, located in the city or town consdered. They
are to be found further up in the nationd city network, mogt likely in the capitd, or even
overseas.  Given these outside centres of decison, loca decison-makers have indeed little
room for manoeuvre, but not none a al. The great value of the ECOLOC exercisesisto help
them redlise how much room for manoeuvre they have.

25 Taking into consideration space and regional planning

Decentrdisation is in itsdf a mgor act of regiond planning (aménagement du territoire): by
setting up local powers and granting them autonomy and their own resources, however modest,
decentralisation offers bca authorities managing part of the nationa territory the chance to
express ther objectives and to pursue, explicitly or implicitly, locad development and
aménagement du territoire policies.

With decentraisation, no nationd regiona planning policy can be developed top-down without
building on locd initiatives, without holding consultations between loca authorities and between
them and centra government.

One am of the ECOLOC exercises is to help locd private and public operators to identify the
issues involved in regiond planning decisions taken a various levels, from the sub-region down
to the local town district, and to understand the connections between these levels. To that end,
the spatia andysisis carried out, in an iterative process, out at four different scales:

o the macro-regiond leve (in this case West Africa), made easer by WALTPS: locd
decisionmakers who cannot intervene in decisons taken at this level have every interest in
being well informed about the issues;

o theregiond leve, which shows relations between the study area and the rest of the country
or region, reveds the potential and constraints or handicaps of the loca economy, and helps
to address the issue of competition between the city or town considered and nearby urban
centres of equa or higher ranking. At this regiond level, dso beyond the influence of locd
jurisdictions, loca decisonmakers need to be attentive to the decisions taken, prepare to
Seize any opportunities that arise and defend their interests;

o the locd leve, corresponding to the ECOLOC study area, made up of the town or towns
and the rurd hinterland. Thisis the preferred leve for consultation between State services,
locd authorities (municipdities and rurd communities), and loca business people;

o the conurbation level, corresponding to the areathat is currently urbanised or likely to be so
within a generation.




2.6 Local economy information system: the ECOLOC indicators

The “ tableau de bord” is a set of maps, graphs and indicators of the study area, designed to
be readily accessble to a wide nonspecidist audience. The successve sections provide
graphic views of the study area within the country, economic activity analysed by sector, by
type (modern, informd, etc.), by activity complex and by location (town, rura area, €tc.), public
adminigtration, spatid andysis and outlines of along-term vison.

[l Lessons from the ECOLOC programme
3.1. The popular economy is local rather than urban or rural

The ECOLOC approach to territories condsting of one medium-szed town and its essentidly
rurdl hinterland shows that “red” households and economic operators live and act in a unified
urban-rura context, not in two separate spaces, urban and rurd. The usuad conceptua cleavage
between rurd and urban and between farm and non-farm sectors proves to be artificid and
deceptive.

The ECOLOC gudies confirm that about three in four town dwellers and amos dl the non
primary rurd population earn ther livings in the informa sector (dso cdled the popular
economy). This “sector” is in generd poorly accounted for in nationa accounts, and how it
operates is not well understood. The method developed in the ECOLOC programme,
combining modeling with field surveys, is effective for assessing the size of the popular economy
in terms of jobs, activities, output, savings, capita accumulation and resource mobilisation. It is
aso useful for darifying the complementary, interdependent relationship between the popular
economy and the “modern” economy.

The ECOLOC gtudies aso confirm that a high proportion of the activities and incomes of both
rurd and urban dwellers comes from trade in essential goods and services, and short-distance
tranders, the expenditure of one being the income of another. Individua and collective
drategies for combeating economic insecurity quite naturdly include having severd activities (one
foot in the town and one in the country), trandfers between urban and rurd households and
seasond, or otherwise dternating, migration.

The ECOLOC programme's findings suggest that the best approach is to design practica
poverty reduction actions at the scae of awhole loca area comprising atown and its hinterland.
Because to a large extent, it is the revivd of the loca economies of such aress that will
determine growth in the incomes of most of the population and any reduction in the risks
connected with the sectora Situation and the macro-economic environment.

3.2. Rural poverty and the development of the local market

As regards rurd areas more specificdly, the ECOLOC studies confirm that migration from the
poorest and most remote areas to the better-endowed rura areas and the towns is one of the



keys to “sustainable’ population growth. Such migration is dso one of the manifetations of the
modernisation of farming and of greater openness to the market economy. Today, crops
exported to the world market generaly represent only 10% of total primary production. Asa
result, the quantity of foodstuffs a farmer can market, and therefore their cash income, mainly
depend on the number of local consumers per producer, i.e. roughly the numericd ratio
between the urban and rura populations.

Over thelong term, the increase in farmers' cash incomes and their ability to invest in equipment
and inputs to intensfy production depend much more on trends in the domestic market,
especidly the locd market, than on any other factor such as changes in relative prices or the
diversfication of activitiesin rura arees.

This argument, developed in detail in the WALTPS study, is of a structurd order. In the long
run, the only way to ensure strong, continued growth in average income per heed of the rurd
population isto fogter (or a least, not hamper) the divison of labour between farmers and non-
farmer consumers, who are mainly town dwellers. Rura areas therefore need dynamic towns
that can structure their hinterland and attract people and business.

3.3.  Urban poverty and the workings of the informal sector

The ECOLOC studies confirm that the mean value added per head of the urban population
(“urban productivity”) and total per capita urban expenditure are twice or three times as high as
in rurd areas. The lower a country’s level of urbanisation, the bigger the gap; it narrows as
urbanisation progresses.

Mean per capitaincomes and expenditure in the modernsector portion of the urban population
are two to ten times as high as in the informal-sector portion.* Per capitaincomesin the (mainly
urban) informa sector are in most cases more than twice those in the (mainly rurd) primary
sector. Comparing mean monetary incomes between these two categories, the ratio is four or
fiveto one.

Throughout the demographic trangtion phase, these gaps between urban and rurd aress ad
between the modern, informa and primary sectors are among the factors that drive mobility and
gpatiad concentration of population and activities. People and activities migrate towards aress of
best opportunity, or areas they perceive as such.

In countries in demographic trandtion, one function of towns is to atract as many people as
surviva conditions in the urban areadlow. Arriving in the town, people discover that the cost
of living is saverd times higher in the town than where they came from. Compared to their
urban neighbours, they are the new poor. But a migrant has a purpose: to get ahead. Migrants
will get what it takes to achieve the living tandards their new environment requires. Experience
shows that most of them succeed.

1 with the proviso that many people have more than one job.
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Anayss o this process shows that the proportion of poor people in a town increases with the
town’s population. So it is not the presence of poor people in the town that we should worry
about, but the average time it takes migrants to integrate. To smplify, it may be said that one
function of the town is to hep the new poor integrate quickly. This will enable the town to
accommodate other newcomers who will integrate in their turn.

This explains why the informa sector is so extensive a times of rapid urbanisation. In this
sector, the priority is given to finding work for as many people as possible, not on increasing
labour productivity. So mean productivity in theinforma sector tends to remain stable. But this
does not prevent some people in the informal sector increasing their incomes and so forming a
core group of budding economic operators. Not al these new operators move on to the capita

or abroad, and those who stay form a network of smdl businesses in the town and its rurd

hinterland.

3.4. Inthetowns, the local authority is often poorer than the residents

One of the mogt gtriking findings of the ECOLOC exercises is the very low rate at which West
African urban municipdities tax their loca economies. In most cases loca taxes amount to
about 0.3% to 0.5% of the town’s gross loca product. This is only one-fifth to one-tenth the
rate in other parts of the

é Taux de prélevement public local de villes developingworld. Land
5 "ECOLOC" .
E  0.60% tax isin most places less
5 o, 0-50% than 0.1% of land value.
‘g S 0.40% m— . .
- ; 0.30% 1 It is Ioc_d authority
T T 0.20% 1 undergpending that holds
> 0.10% A back local business, not
E 0.00% > ~ -OQV ;)\y RS NS overspending.
g % %\@9 *_O\Q \Q\» O~\°° QQQ’ Chart: local tax
& &° i burden in ECOLOC
A towns; Percentage of
value added of the

non-farm market sector

Locd governments ingbility to spend money is the cause of a vicious circle where an
impoverished urban environment leads to the stagnation or relative regresson of the loca
economy: the less aloca authority takes in taxes and spends, the poorer everyoneis at the end

of the day.

The ECOLOC sudies show that loca public spending, which can have a very low “import”
content, is adriver for loca business, private investment and peopl€ s mobility. One additiona
franc in local authority taxes to boost loca public spending can result in increased business that
generates at least two francs more in household incomes.



Current leves of taxation probably need to be tripled. This would benefit locd operators and
households dike. But to achieve that, the municipaity must be trangparent in its workings,
manage its afars effidently and maintain didogue with the community. The example of Ségou
shows that a process of this kind can be triggered by diaogue:?

As regards raising the necessary funds for public spending, this should gradudly be extended
from the town to the rest of the loca area. Taxation and spending should be organised for the
local urban-rurd economy as awhole, not for the town and each village individualy.

3.5. ECOLOC and poverty profiles

Each ECOLOC study concerns some 510% of a country’s total population. It provides
specific, detailed knowledge of household living conditions and the working conditions of loca

private and public operators, especialy the decentralised loca authorities. Each study includes
smple surveys® on household expenditure and the activities and transfers from which households
obtain their incomes. These surveys are not designed soldy to build up poverty profiles, and
they provide little information on the distribution of incomes within each population stratum.

However, they do provide an undersanding of the demographic and meso-economic
background, which is necessary for working out a locd poverty profile that reflects the red

gtuation.

In countries where ECOLOC gudies are run in many parts of the country, as is the case in

Burkina Faso at present, a synthesis of these studies should provide a better understanding of
poverty in each Situation, providing a sound basis for defining poverty reduction programmes,

3.6. Local-level poverty reduction and access to information

The adminigtrative decentrdisation process now under way throughout West Africa has not so
far involved decentraisation of information systems* which are till the preserve of centra
government departments and their externd partners. One thesis of the ECOLOC programme is
that the extreme paucity of information available to loca public and private operators hampers
the development of the loca economy and so perpetuates poverty at the individua level.

That is why the ECOLOC programme tries to help al locd actors obtain high-qudity
information gppropricte to their needs. The ECOLOC programme seeks to empower
operators through knowledge, and help them form coditions of loca interests around local
development grategies based on that knowledge. This brings us back to the “freedom of
choice’ issue developed in recent gpproaches to poverty reduction.

See paper “Experience with the ECOLOC approach in Ségou”.

These surveys are 1-2-3 surveys, revised and adapted to the ECOLOC approach by Afristat and ENSEA
in Abidjan.

Demographic, economic, financial and socio-economic.
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For diaogue between the various components of civil society and their partners to be fruitful,
the dialogue has to be based on high-qudity information shared by dl concerned. So one
important task in an ECOLOC study is to present the loca economy in its nationd and sub-
regiond context in athorough, quantified way, with explanatory maps.

In the pilot phase of the ECOLOC programme, severa types of summaries and “loca economy
profiles’ were developed. They show loca economic indicators in forms that are suitable for
different audience groups. experts in the centrd administration, donors, locd dected officids,
informal sector economic operators.

Sant-Louis de Senégd is a good example where information from an ECOLOC study was
immediately put to use by the Municipa Council to increase their revenues and negotiate more
effectively with higher authorities and externd partners.

IV.  New proposals for complementing current poverty reduction
strategies

4.1. How is wealth to be created within each town-based region?

One pre-condition isthat dl the actors, loca and externa, should have a sound understanding of
the workings of the local economy, its strengths and weaknesses. The ECOLOC approach, as
we have seen, can contribute to this process.

As shown in Sections 1.2 and 1.3, a large proportion of these loca economies (caled the
“basic level”) depends directly on population trends and the ability of economic agents to
interact by buying, sdling and processing locd goods and services, sending and receiving
trandfers, eic. Activity within this part of the locd economy is not redtricted by supply
congraints. It is hindered rather by the poor fluidity of exchanges and lack of information. It
suffers from the inadequacy and poor management of infrastructure, and consequently from the
poor spending capacity of locd authorities.

One way to revive the locad economy is therefore to increase the capacities for interaction
between town-dwellers and the residents of the rurd hinterland. Everyone must be able to have
one foot in the town and another in the country, so as to seize opportunities as they arise. This
means reducing transaction costs and obstacles to the free movement of people, goods, services
and information.

The role of the loca authority is crucid here. However, for it to play that role, its image needs
to be enhanced and steps taken to considerably raise the flow of loca public expenditure.

Locd public expenditure should focus firgt on rehabilitating exigting public capita sock. This
can and should be done with local sills (smdl firms and even informal sector operators).
Priority must go to infrastructure that increases the fluidity of loca exchanges and helps locd
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business people take initiatives: maintenance of markets and bus stations, links between urban
and rura markets, creation of peri-urban activity zones, crafts centres, etc.

This locd public expenditure could be financed by a combination of the maximum amount of
local resources in cash and in kind, with public resources from the centra government and
development aid. Household and smdl firms would thus receive from public expenditure the
necessary incometo pay local taxes, indeed to pay three to five times what they pay now.

The Highly Indebted Poor Country (HIPC) debt reduction initiative produces an appreciable
quantity of resources for the State, enough to prime the pump of this virtuous circle. But a
ggnificant share of these resources needs to be dlocated to this interna process of reviving
amadl town-based regions, rather than being dispersed as could happen with PRSP process.

Whét is true for mid-szed towns, the subject of the ECOLOC programme, is dso true for the
magor towns (economic and politica capitals), dthough the poverty reduction issueis different in
the latter case. The ECOLOC approach demongtrates that one key to improving the living
conditions of disadvantaged groups is socid and geographica mobility. The people who stle
on the edges of capitals should have access to the town's services and labour market at an
affordable cogt. Similarly, the residents of these towns must be able to count on the immediate
vicinity for basic goods such as building materids, fud, fruit and vegetables.

4.2. Fitting information systems to needs

All societies produce the information systems they need. One chalenge at present isto mest the
new needs that have arisen from decentraisation. This reform requires a radica reshaping of
information systems dating from atime when the central administration had a virtua monopoly of
development management. Many of these highly centralised systems broke down during the
criss years of 1980-90. Occasiond centralised attempts at reconstruction have been largely
unsuccessful.

Sating from the locd leve has the double advantage of reveding the falings of existing
information systems and providing an opportunity to reconstruct new ones that respond to the
chdlenges dl the actors face. High-qudity information widely shared is an essentid condition
for improving governance and living sandards for individuals and economic operators.

African inditutions such as Afridat, naiond dHatidicad services and mgor internaiond
indtitutions such as the World Bark could use the ECOLOC method to examine more closely
local or regiona economic accounts.
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