GLOSSARY

Disaster

A serious disruption of the functioning of a community or a society causing
widespread human, material, economic, or environmental losses that exceed
the ability of the affected community or society to cope using its own
resources.

Disaster risk
management

The systematic process of using administrative decisions, organization,
operational skills, and capacities to implement policies, strategies, and coping
capacities of the society and communities to lessen the impacts of hazards.

Disaster risk

The conceptual framework of elements considered with the possibilities to

reduction minimize vulnerabilities and disaster risks throughout a society, to avoid

(disaster (prevention) or to limit (mitigation and preparedness) the adverse impacts of

reduction) hazards.

Hazard A potentially damaging physical event, phenomenon, or human activity that
may cause loss of life or injury, property damage, social and economic disrup-
tion, or environmental degradation.

Mitigation Structural and nonstructural measures undertaken to limit the adverse impact
of natural hazards, environmental degradation, and technological hazards.

Preparedness  Activities and measures taken in advance to ensure effective response to the
impact of hazards, including the issuance of timely and effective early
warnings and the temporary evacuation of people and property from threat-
ened locations.

Prevention Activities to provide avoidance of the adverse impact of hazards and means to
minimize related environmental disasters.

Recovery Decisions and actions taken after a disaster with a view to restoring or improv-
ing the pre-disaster living conditions of the stricken community, while encour-
aging and facilitating necessary adjustments to reduce disaster risk.

Relief/response The provision of assistance or intervention during or immediately after a
disaster to meet the needs of those affected. It is generally immediate and
short term.

Resilience/ The capacity of a system, community, or society potentially exposed to hazards

resilient to adapt, by resisting or changing to reach and maintain an acceptable level of
structure and functioning.

Risk The probability of harmful consequences, or expected losses (deaths, injuries,

property and livelihood loss, economic activity disrupted or environment
damaged) resulting from interactions between natural or human-induced
hazards and vulnerable conditions.
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HAZARDS OF NATURE, RISKS TO DEVELOPMENT

Risk A methodology to determine the nature and extent of risk by analyzing potential
assessment/ hazards and evaluating existing conditions of vulnerability that could pose
analysis a potential threat or harm to people, property, livelihoods, and the environ-

ment on which they depend.

Structural/ Structural measures refer to any physical construction to reduce or avoid
nonstructural  possible impacts of hazards, which include engineering measures and
measures construction of hazard-resistant and protective structures and infrastructure.

Vulnerability  The conditions determined by physical, social, attitudinal, economic, and
environmental factors or processes that increase the susceptibility of a
community to the impact of hazards.

Source: Adapted from UN International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.





