
and now includes new glob-
al and post-conflict collabo-
rations that respond to
urgent needs. While Japan,
the Netherlands, and Cana-
da provided the largest share
of external contributions
during fiscal 2000, the Bank
Group’s own contributions
totaled $414 million, mainly
for hipc and post-conflict
operations. Support for
global and regional trust
funds increased through
additional contributions for
existing funds as well as the
creation of new trust funds
such as the Prototype Car-
bon Fund (about $140 mil-
lion mobilized).

Looking Ahead
The Bank has come far in

transforming itself to be more responsive to the
needs of people in the developing world; but the
task ahead is daunting. The fight against poverty
entails a host of formidable challenges, including:
combating hiv/aids; finding ways to ensure that
debt relief reduces poverty; ensuring that the
poorest countries have the opportunity to benefit

from globalization; narrowing the “digital divide”
to make technology work for poor people; ensur-
ing them opportunity rather than charity; meeting
the international goals for education and especial-
ly girls’ education; and breaking the disturbing
trend of rising inequality across and within
nations. Africa will require particular attention
within ida’s program to address post-conflict
issues and arrest the spread of hiv/aids.

The activities described in this overview,
and generally in the Annual Report, reflect the
evolving strategy of the Bank to help countries
fight poverty. The core of Bank assistance will
continue to be implemented at the country
level, with increasing emphasis on the principles
of country ownership, long-term and compre-
hensive development, wide partnerships, and a
focus on outcomes. Private sector-led economic
growth—necessary for increased opportunities
for poor people—will remain a central theme
of Bank assistance. This economic growth must
be complemented by greater empowerment of
poor people through community-driven devel-
opment efforts, to increase their voice in deci-
sionmaking and to reduce inequality. The
poorest countries, with weak access to other
capital, will receive ida, and in some cases hipc,
assistance, which will focus especially on human
capital and on attracting private investment. In
middle-income countries, home to over 2 bil-
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FIGURE 1 .7
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a.  The financial information presented for the trust
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contributions to the Heavily Indebted Poor Countries
(HIPC) Trust Fund, and reporting on a cash basis for
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➣ Support for post-conflict operations. During fiscal
2000, the Bank approved new contributions for Kosovo ($25
million), the West Bank and Gaza ($60 million), and East
Timor ($10 million); these Bank contributions are being lever-
aged to mobilize trust fund contributions from external donors.
In the case of Sierra Leone, the Bank has played a key role in
mobilizing and coordinating donor support for the Bank-admin-
istered multidonor trust fund supporting the government’s disar-
mament, demobilization, and reintegration program.
➣ Support from private foundations was significant in
fiscal 2000. For example, contributions from the Bill and
Melinda Gates Foundation of $3.5 million and $28.5 mil-
lion were pledged to support Bank efforts toward immuniza- 

tion and eradication of the guinea worm, respectively.
➣ Japan’s Policy and Human Resources Development
Program remains the mainstay of external funding for bor-
rowers’ project preparation costs, other technical assistance, and
training. Contributions during fiscal 2000 totaled almost
$90 million. Over 175 new technical assistance grants were
approved during the year.
➣ The Consultant Trust Funds Program benefits the Bank
by financing consultants who assist in developing and appraising
projects, supervising them, and preparing analytical studies. The
donors benefit by having procurement tied to their countries, and
the consultants benefit from gaining hands-on experience with the
Bank’s work. Contributions totaled $60 million in fiscal 2000.

BOX 1 .9 TRUST FUNDS HIGHLIGHTS IN FISCAL 2000


