
taken the form of research and knowledge man-
agement, advocacy and advisory services, capacity
building, global standards setting, donor coordi-
nation, and resource mobilization. 

Among such global challenges, HIV/AIDS is of
grave concern. hiv/aids is wiping out decades of
progress in improving the quality of life of the
poorest people, and it is worsening the prospects
for economic development and poverty alleviation.
Out of more than 33 million people infected, 90
percent are in the developing world, and two-
thirds are in Sub-Saharan Africa (see Figure 1.4).
In fiscal 2000, the Bank committed to substantial-
ly expanding the financial resources it makes avail-
able to programs, specifically to combat hiv/aids
and other communicable diseases. To that end, it
will initially make $1 billion in ida resources avail-
able and is prepared to move well beyond that
level in the future as national and regional pro-
grams are developed. In parallel, the Bank will aim
to mobilize large financial sums from partners.
Collaborative efforts include launching the Part-
nership against hiv/aids in Africa, and continuing
to work with and support unaids and other part-
ners. In addition, the Bank is an active partner in a
number of partnerships, including the Global
Alliance for Vaccines and Immunization (gavi).
gavi is a public-private partnership that aims to
ensure that all children have access to existing pri-
ority vaccines and to stimulate the rapid develop-
ment of critical new vaccines against diseases such
as hiv/aids and malaria.

Regarding education, after 10 years of inter-
national commitment to Education for All (efa),
enrollment grew globally, but more than 113 mil-
lion children still have no access to primary educa-
tion, and 880 million adults are illiterate, most of
them girls and women. In April 2000, the Bank
and undp, unesco, unfpa, and unicef convened
the World Education Forum in Dakar, Senegal, to
review the progress and renew the commitment to
efa. With 181 governments participating, develop-
ing countries agreed to prepare a national efa plan
in the wider context of poverty reduction and
development strategies. The Bank and other part-
ners stand ready to support them in implementing
the plan.

Avoiding financial crisis is no longer just a
national goal but one of international concern,
and it has become a top priority in the Bank’s
antipoverty strategy. In fiscal 2000, the Bank and
the Fund worked together to strengthen financial
systems and identify vul-
nerabilities; they completed
assessments for 10 develop-
ing countries on a pilot
basis, with another 24 slat-
ed for fiscal 2001. In addi-
tion, the Bank and the
Fund continued to help cri-
sis countries stem increases
in poverty, and they sup-
ported noncrisis countries in diagnostic work
(toward developing a long-term debt market in
India, for example) and
capacity building in such
areas as financial supervi-
sion and securities regula-
tion. Both institutions also
collaborated with other
international bodies to
strengthen international
standards for accounting,
corporate governance, and
insolvency regimes.

New global initiatives
with partners are focusing
on climate change and nat-
ural disasters. In January
2000, the Bank launched
the Prototype Carbon
Fund, the world’s first
attempt to create a market
in emissions reductions
that would promote trans-
fer of climate-friendly technology to developing
countries. A month later, the Bank launched
another effort, with international agencies,
donor governments, regional development banks,
and private organizations, to help developing
countries better cope with natural disasters,
which hurt poor people the most. The ProVen-
tion Consortium will help countries better antic-
ipate natural catastrophes as well as assess and
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FIGURE 1 .4
GROWTH OF 

HIV/AIDS EPIDEMIC 
(millions of people)
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Source: WHO/UNAIDS, posted on “AIDS: Africa in
Peril” at http://cnn.com/SPECIALS/2000/aids
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MAKING A DIFFERENCE…
TO PAKISTANI GIRLS .

With Bank-supported funding, village
education committees in Baluchistan
have established nearly 1,300 schools

and substantially raised girls’
enrollment rates in rural areas.


