
Overview 35

independence that enables objectivity, ability to
integrate the major elements of sustainable develop-
ment, and capacity to deliver services and resources
to countries. Going forward, the Bank will maintain
its global d i a g n o s t i ccapacity across the whole range
of developmental sectors, while being much more
selective in its areas of i m p l e m e n t a t i o nc a p a c i t y.
Increasing effectiveness will continue to be a prior-
i t y, built around a strong quality culture. Country
focus will dominate Bank assistance, complemented
by carefully selected cross-border and global issues.
Measuring the Bank’s performance—particularly
difficult in areas such as policy support and capac-
ity building—will also be important, as will be the
transparent reporting of results.

As laid out in the Strategy Framework Paper,
Bank assistance will emphasize governance as well
as institutional and policy structures, including the
regulatory framework for infrastructure, to create a
positive investment climate—key to expanding jobs
and achieving sustainable growth. It will equally
emphasize the need to invest in people and
empower them to participate in development, in
part through community-driven development.
Building poor people’s assets, promoting gender
equality, and protecting the most vulnerable will all
be central to the poverty reduction effort. Investment
and adjustment lending will both be set in the con-
text of a sound program of policy and institutional
development, capacity building, and strong govern-
ment commitment.

Partnership, based on institutional comparative
advantages will be key to progress at the country,

regional, and global levels. There is now unprece-
dented consensus worldwide on what is needed for
poverty reduction. The Bank has called for a “com-
pact” between rich and poor countries, with each
doing its part. Rich countries need to increase
market access to developing countries’ exports, and
provide debt relief and new concessional finance
for the poorest countries; developing countries, for
their part, need to ensure sound policy and institu-
tional environments to promote growth as well as
the effective use of aid, making sure also that the
benefits of growth reach poor people. The CA S
will continue to spell out the Bank’s focused busi-
ness strategy in support of a country’s program,
working in partnership with governments and
together with the IMF, MDBs, the U.N., bilateral
agencies, the private sector, and civil society. The
IDA-13 Replenishment, which is expected to be
decided by the end of calendar 2001, will crucially
guide the Bank’s efforts going forward; IDA donors
(table 1.4) have been considering ways to increase
aid effectiveness. Collaboration with the IMF will
continue to be paramount. The agenda with
MDBs includes harmonizing operational policies
and division of labor on countries’ social and struc-
tural issues. Division of labor on global public
goods will be the shared challenge in work with
the U.N. The Bank will be flexible, explicitly step-
ping back where another partner’s comparative
advantage is clear.

Table 1.4  Cumulative IDA Subscriptions and Contributions, as of June 30, 2001

Member Millions of dollars Percent of total

United States 25,841.8 23.8
Japan 24,078.1 22.1
Germany 12,309.0 11.3
United Kingdom 8,013.1 7.4
France 7,468.5 6.9
Canada 4,767.5 4.4
Italy 4,410.0 4.0
Netherlands 4,026.4 3.7
Sweden 2,770.6 2.5
Saudi Arabia 2,158.2 2.0
Australia 1,810.0 1.7
Belgium 1,759.0 1.6
Denmark 1,457.3 1.3
Switzerland 1,398.6 1.3
Norway 1,371.3 1.3

Top 15 donors 103,639.4 95.3
Other members* 5,084.7 4.7
Total 108,724.1 100.0

*For a complete list of other subscribers and donors, see IDA’s Special Purpose Financial Statements, page 75 of the World Bank Annual Report
2001: Volume 2, Financial Statements and Appendixes.


