Box 4.6 Disaster Response: Multidimensional
Assistance, Partnership, and Participation

On Januay 26, 2001, a severe earthquake hit Indi® Gujarat
state, leaving aver 20,000 people dead, nearly a million
families homeless, social infrastructure desayed, and a
government suddenly faced with an immense challenge.

The Bank quickly made 400 million available for emergency
rehabilitation and partnered with counterparts from the Asian
Development Bank to prepare a comprehensive damage
assessment fittp://www.worldbank.org/gujar at8 ),

crucial to shaping a recwgery plan and guiding cooperation
among all parties.

Reconstruction needs are estimated at a staggerin®®8
billion. The BankOs emergency assistance 408 million pro-
vides short-term financing for temporary shelter, rubble
removal, health and education services, rehabilitation of
basic infrastructure, community capacity building, and estab
lishment of disaster management capabilities. A longer-term
reconstruction credit is under preparation. In close consuka
tion with Indian authorities, the Bank is urging the active par
ticipation of affected communities in all reconstruction

efforts.



