
help themselves has also been a priority. An
Emergency Response Program in the West Bank and
Gaza, for example, created labor-intensive emer-
gency employment activities for thousands of per-
sons facing severe economic hardship. The Bank
also helped countries design and implement safety
nets in fiscal 2001, with an assessment of social pro-
tection in Egypt and preparation of a comprehensive
regional study of social protection schemes. 

Rural and community development have
emerged as important areas of Bank support, with
targeted community development (Lebanon and the
West Bank and Gaza), and support for rural infra-
structure (Morocco and the Republic of Yemen).
Support for expanding access to safe water in the
Republic of Yemen is also allowing tremendous sav-
ings of time devoted to collecting water—particu-
larly for women and girls, who can instead pursue
schooling. New Bank operations in MNA, recogniz-
ing the vital role of water management, have sup-
ported irrigation improvement (Morocco and the
Republic of Yemen), water resource management
(Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic), and agricul-
tural competitiveness assessments (Egypt and
Morocco). The Bank also sponsored the Nile Basin
Initiative in fiscal 2001 to foster constructive dia-
logue among the Nile’s 10 riparian states and gener-
ate win-win solutions to the problem of Nile
water-sharing. In addition, it chaired an important
meeting of the International Consortium for
Cooperation on the Nile in June 2001.

Helping expand access to education and health
services remains a cornerstone of the Bank’s work in
supporting poverty reduction. In fiscal 2001 the
Bank continued its long-standing commitment to
education in MNA with support for education proj-
ects in Djibouti, the West Bank and Gaza, and the
Republic of Yemen. Responding to the government’s
concern over the implications of fast-growing univer-
sity enrollments, the Bank also produced an analysis
on rationalizing higher education in the Republic of
Yemen. Support in fiscal 2001 for sanitation and
solid waste management, meanwhile, will help
improve public health and quality of life in the West
Bank and Gaza and the Republic of Yemen.
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Box 4.11  Helping Alleviate Poverty among Egyptian

Women: The Power of Partnership

In many of the poorer communities in Egypt, people—part i c u l a r l y

w o m e n — a re not re g i s t e red at birth, making it impossible for

them to access basic rights and services. In fiscal 2 0 0 1 t h e

B a n k ’s MNA staff teamed up with an Egyptian civil society org a n i-

zation, the Egyptian Center for Wo m e n’s Rights, to support

w o m e n’s access to identification cards and birth cert i f i c a t e s ,

t h rough the Bank-sponsored Development Marketplace. The pro j-

ect funded some of the costs of issuing identification cards in the

G reater Cairo area and raised awareness among other NGOs, the

media, the general public, and the government. As a result of the

campaign, women who have re c e i ved identification cards are fil-

ing for and receiving inheritances, registering for literacy classes,

voting, and receiving pensions.

Through the joint efforts of the World Bank and a local civil society
organization, women in Egypt are finally getting registered, and gain-
ing access to important social and education services.


