
the primary, secondary, and vocational levels; an area
of focus was distance learning. As of June 30, 2001,
the Bank had 64 active education projects that
address girls’ education. For example, innovative
and effective programs are being implemented in
Bangladesh to benefit secondary school girls, and in
India to benefit primary school children. Results are
improving: under a project in Guinea, for example,
girls’ enrollment increased moderately to 49 percent
in 2000–01 from 44 percent a year earlier. The Bank
is also helping improve adult—especially female—
literacy in several countries.

The Bank also provides varied nonlending sup-
port for education. In fiscal 2001 such efforts includ-
ed analytical work, synthesis of good practice, and
capacity building, as well as technical support to help
countries prepare Poverty Reduction Strategy Pa p e r s .
Major policy issues identified to be in early need of
attention were education finance, teacher training
and pay, and coverage (to widen access). Strategic
alliances constitute another important form of sup-
port. In fiscal 2001 the Bank worked with donor,
nongovernmental organization (NGO), and private
sector partners to support the Focusing Resources on
Effective School Health (FRESH) program in A f r i c a
(box 3.3), and with the private sector in particular to

help countries address digital divide and information
communications technology issues. Collaboration
with the private sector will further benefit from the
I F C ’s new education strategy, which sees these play-
ers as partners in helping alleviate financial con-
straints, enhance social mobility, improve equity,
encourage innovation, and promote efficiency and
effectiveness. 

EXPANDING EFFORTS TOWARD A HEALTHY

GLOBALPOPULATION

In fiscal 2001 Bank lending to help countries
improve health outcomes and health systems per-
formance, and to promote sustainable financing of
health care, amounted to $1.3 billion. Significant
support was directed toward combating the
HIV/AIDS epidemic and other communicable dis-
eases, the former evolving rapidly from a health issue
into a formidable development challenge for many
countries, especially in Africa (see also pages 27, 67,
and 103). The Multi-Country HIV/AIDS Program for
Africa and a similar multicountry program for the
Caribbean earmarked $500 million and $155 million,
r e s p e c t i v e l y, for HIV/AIDS projects that support the
scaling up of national prevention and care programs.
Total Bank support for HIV/AIDS prevention, treat-
ment, and care in stand-alone projects, as well as
components in other projects, amounted to $393.6
million in fiscal 2001, and to $851.5 million over the
last five years (see footnote e to table 1.1 on page 26).
The Bank has also accelerated its efforts to combat
malaria and tuberculosis, diseases that are pre-
ventable but which are leading killers of poor people.

The Bank also continued to help countries
improve nutrition and reproductive health outcomes.
Efforts to support nutrition focused on its links to
p o v e r t y, its impact on learning and productivity, and
w o m e n ’s nutrition. The Bank’s work in reproductive
health emphasized the impoverishing effects of
unplanned pregnancy, maternal mortality and morbid-
i t y, and sexually transmitted diseases. Operational
tools, such as practice guides on condom procure-
ment and contracting for delivery of reproductive
health services, are helping to improve outcomes. A n d
to arrest the growing health burden posed by non-
communicable diseases, the Bank’s work on the eco-
nomics of tobacco control is helping to demonstrate
that taxation, together with nonprice measures (for
instance, advertising bans), can reduce smoking and
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Box 3.3  Focusing Resources on Effective School Health

(FRESH)

Education for All (EFA) is about getting all children into school

and keeping them there. Poor and disadvantaged children are

the ones whose participation is most compromised, by ill health

and malnutrition. FRESH is a multicountry, multipartner program

launched at the April 2000 World Conference on EFA, aimed at

forging cross-sectoral linkages between education and health

sectors. There are now 22 projects in the Africa region that

include a school health and nutrition component using the

FRESH framework. Conceived as an effective program to respond

to a need, it is beginning to increase the efficacy of other invest-

ments in child development, promote better educational out -

comes, and achieve greater social equity, while also being cost

effective. Highlights of FRESH follow:

■ It helps countries develop the school health components of

social sector projects, emphasizing health-related school poli-

cies, provision of safe water and sanitation, skills-based health

education, and school-based health and nutrition serv i c e s .

■ It allows an international exchange of information on school

health and aims at a common vision of school health among

development agencies.

■ It serves to accelerate implementation of HIV/AIDS- and

malaria-prevention activities in the education sector.


