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World Development Report 2019: The Changing Nature of Work 
By the World Bank 
 
Technological progress disrupts existing systems. A new social contract is needed 
to smooth the transition and guard against rising inequality. Significant investments in 
human capital throughout a person’s lifecycle are vital to this effort. If workers are to 
stay competitive against machines they need to train or retool existing skills. A social 
protection system that includes a minimum basic level of protection for workers 
and citizens can complement new forms of employment. Improved private sector 
policies to encourage startup activity and competition can help countries compete in 
the digital age. Governments also need to ensure that firms pay their fair share 
of taxes, in part to fund this new social contract. The 2019 World Development 
Report presents an analysis of these issues based upon the available evidence.   
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1328-3. SKU: 211328. 148 pages. 

 

 
Poverty and Shared Prosperity 2018: Piecing Together the Poverty 
Puzzle 
By the World Bank 
 
Poverty remains high in Sub-Saharan Africa, as well as in fragile and conflict-
affected states. At the same time, most of the world’s poor now live in middle-income 
countries, which tend to have higher national poverty lines. This year’s report 
tracks poverty comparisons at two higher poverty thresholds—$3.20 and $5.50 
per day—which are typical of standards in lower- and upper-middle-income 
countries. In addition, the report introduces a societal poverty line based on each 
economy’s median income or consumption. It also recognizes that poverty is not only 
about income and consumption—and it introduces a multidimensional poverty 
measure that adds other factors, such as access to education, electricity, drinking 
water, and sanitation. It also explores how inequality within households could 
affect the global profile of the poor. 
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1330-6. SKU: 211330. 198 pages. 
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Doing Business 2019: Training for Reform 
By the World Bank 
 
Sixteenth in a series of annual reports comparing business regulation in 190 
economies, Doing Business 2019 measures aspects of regulation affecting 10 areas 
of everyday business activity: 

• Starting a business 
• Dealing with construction permits 
• Getting electricity 
• Registering property 
• Getting credit 
• Protecting minority investors 
• Paying taxes 
• Trading across borders 
• Enforcing contracts 
• Resolving insolvency 

 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1326-9. SKU: 211326. 236 pages. 
 

 

 
A Resurgent East Asia: Navigating a Changing World 
By Andrew D. Mason and Sudhir Shetty 
 
East Asia has been a paragon of global development success. The dramatic 
transformation of the region over the past half century—with a succession of 
countries having progressed from low-income to middle-income and even to 
high-income status—has been built on what has come to be known as the “East 
Asian development model.” Yet East Asia’s economic resurgence remains 
incomplete. More than 90 percent of its people now live in 10 middle-income 
countries, many of which can realistically aspire to high-income status in the next 
generation or two. But these countries are still much less affluent and productive than 
their high-income counterparts. A Resurgent East Asia: Navigating a Changing World 
is about how policy makers across developing East Asia will need to adapt their 
development model to effectively address these challenges in the coming 
decade and sustain the region’s remarkable development performance.  
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1333-7. SKU: 211333. 194 pages. 
 

 

Productivity Revisited: Shifting Paradigms in Analysis and Policy 
By Ana Paula Cusolito and William F. Maloney 
 
Productivity Revisited brings together the new conceptual advances of “second-
wave” productivity analysis that have revolutionized the study of productivity, 
calling much previous analysis into question while providing a new set of tools for 
approaching these debates. The book extends this analysis and, using unique data 
sets from multiple developing countries, grounds it in the developing-country context. 
It calls for rebalancing away from an exclusive focus on misallocation toward a 
greater focus on upgrading firms and facilitating the emergence of productive 
new establishments. The book is the second volume of the World Bank Productivity 
Project, which seeks to bring frontier thinking on the measurement and determinants 
of productivity to global policy makers.  
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1334-4. SKU: 211334. 200 pages. 
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Working with Smallholders: A Handbook for Firms Building 
Sustainable Supply Chains 
By the International Finance Corporation 
 
Working with Smallholders: A Handbook for Firms Building Sustainable Supply 
Chains shows how agribusinesses can develop more sustainable, resilient, and 
productive supply chains and illustrates the substantial impact of doing so on 
development. The book compiles innovative solutions and cutting-edge ideas to 
meet the challenges, and it incorporates a diverse collection of hands-on case 
studies from across the world that cover a variety of agribusiness sectors. This 
second edition builds on the lessons learned and provides updates in leading trends 
and technologies from those provided in the first edition published in 2014. 
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1277-4. SKU: 211277. 324 pages. 
 

 
 
 

Healthy China: Deepening Health Reform in China: Building High-
Quality and Value-Based Service Delivery 
By the World Bank and the World Health Organization 
 
The report recommends that China maintain the goal and direction of its 
healthcare reform, and continue the shift from its current hospital-centric model that 
rewards volume and sales, to one that is centered on primary care, focused on 
improving the quality of basic health services, and delivers high-quality, cost-
effective health services. With 20 commissioned background studies, more than 30 
case studies, visits to 21 provinces in China, the report proposes practical, concrete 
steps toward a value-based integrated service model of healthcare financing 
and delivery. 
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1263-7. SKU: 211263. 412 pages. 

 
 

 
Electricity Access in Sub-Saharan Africa: Uptake, Reliability, and 
Complementary Factors for Economic Impact 
By Moussa P. Blimpo and Malcolm Cosgrove-Davies 
 
Access to reliable electricity is a prerequisite for the economic transformation of 
African economies, especially in a digital age. Yet the electricity access rate in Sub-
Saharan African countries is often substantially low, households and businesses 
with access often face unreliable service, and the cost of the service is often 
among the highest in the world. This situation imposes substantial constraints on 
economic activities, provision of public services, adoption of new technologies, and 
quality of life. This report shows that the fundamental problem is poverty and lack 
of economic opportunities rather than power. The solution lies in understanding 
that the overarching reasons for the unrealized potential involve tightly intertwined 
technical, financial, political, and geographic factors. The ultimate goal is to enable 
households and business to gain access, to afford to use, and utilities to recover their 
cost and make profits.  
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1361-0. SKU: 211361. 164 pages. 
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Exports to Jobs: Boosting the Gains from Trade in South Asia 
By Erhan Artuc, Gladys Lopez-Acevedo, Raymond Robertson, and Daniel Samaan 
 
South Asia has grown rapidly with significant reductions in poverty, but it has not 
been able to match the fast-growing working age population, leading to lingering 
concerns about jobless growth and poor job quality. Could export growth in South 
Asia result in better labor market outcomes? Our study shows the positive side of 
trade. It finds that increasing exports per worker would result in higher wages—
mainly for better-off groups, like more educated workers, males, and more-
experienced workers—although less-skilled workers would see the largest reduction 
in informality.  
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1248-4. SKU: 211248. 206 pages. 

 

 
High-Growth Firms: Facts, Fiction, and Policy Options for Emerging 
Economies 
By Arti Grover Goswami, Denis Medvedev, and Ellen Olafsen 
 
Remarkably, a small fraction of firms account for most of the job and output creation 
in high-income and developing countries alike. Does this imply that the path to 
enabling more economic dynamism lies in selectively targeting high-potential firms? 
Or would pursuing broad-based reforms that minimize distortions be more effective? 
Inspired by these questions, this book presents new evidence on the incidence, 
characteristics, and drivers of high-growth firms based on in-depth studies of 
firm dynamics in Brazil, Côte d’Ivoire, Ethiopia, Hungary, India, Indonesia, 
Mexico, South Africa, Thailand, Tunisia, and Turkey. Its findings reveal that high-
growth firms are not only powerful engines of job and output growth but also create 
positive spillovers for other businesses along the value chain.  
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1368-9. SKU: 211368. 190 pages. 
 

 

 
Beyond the Gap: How Countries Can Afford the Infrastructure They 
Need while Protecting the Planet 
Edited by Julie Rozenberg and Marianne Fay 
 
Beyond the Gap: How Countries Can Afford the Infrastructure They Need while 
Protecting the Planet aims to shift the debate regarding investment needs away from 
a simple focus on spending more and toward a focus on spending better on the 
right objectives, using relevant metrics. It does so by offering a careful and 
systematic approach to estimating the funding needs to close the service gaps in 
water and sanitation, transportation, electricity, irrigation, and flood protection. 
Exploring thousands of scenarios, this report finds that funding needs depend on the 
service goals and policy choices of low- and middle-income countries and could 
range anywhere from 2 percent to 8 percent of GDP per year by 2030.  
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1363-4. SKU: 211363. 196 pages. 
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The Analysis of Household Surveys (Reissue Edition with a New 
Preface): A Microeconometric Approach to Development Policy 
By Angus Deaton 
 
Two decades after its original publication, The Analysis of Household Surveys is 
reissued with a new preface by its author, Sir Angus Deaton, recipient of the 2015 
Nobel Prize in Economic Sciences. This classic work remains relevant to anyone 
with a serious interest in using household survey data to shed light on policy issues. 
The book reviews the analysis of household survey data, including the 
construction of household surveys, the econometric tools useful for such 
analysis, and a range of problems in development policy for which this survey 
analysis can be applied.  
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1331-3. SKU: 211331. 494 pages. 
 

 

 
The Safe Food Imperative: Accelerating Progress in Low- and Middle-
Income Countries 
By Steven Jaffee, Spencer Henson, Laurian Unnevehr, Delia Grace, and Emilie 
Cassou  

 
This report strengthens the economic case for increased public investment and 
other policy attention on food safety in developing countries. It is directed 
primarily at policy-makers, although researchers, development practitioners and food 
safety specialists will also find its content of value. By synthesizing and interpreting 
the available evidence on the economic costs of unsafe food in relation to both 
domestic markets and trade, the report positions food safety as an integral part of 
economic development and food system modernization. It goes on to provide 
guidance on ways in which public policy and investment can improve food safety 
awareness and behavior from farm to fork.  
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1345-0. SKU: 211345. 208 pages. 
 

 

 
In the Dark: How Much Do Power Sector Distortions Cost South Asia? 
By Fan Zhang 
 
The book finds that the full cost of distortions in the power sector is far greater than 
previously estimated based on fiscal cost alone: The estimated total economic cost is 
4–7 percent of the gross domestic product in Bangladesh, India, and Pakistan. 
Some of the largest costs are upstream and downstream. Few other reforms could 
quickly yield the huge economic gains that power sector reform would produce. By 
expanding access to electricity and improving the quality of supply, power sector 
reform would also directly benefit poor households. The highest payoffs are likely to 
come from institutional reforms, expansion of reliable access, and the 
appropriate pricing of carbon and local air pollution emissions. 
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1154-8. SKU: 211154. 258 pages. 
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What a Waste 2.0: Global Snapshot of Solid Waste Management to 
2050 
By Silpa Kaza, Lisa Yao, Perinaz Bhada-Tata, and Frank Van Woerden 
 
By 2050, the world is expected to generate 3.40 billion tons of waste annually, 
increasing drastically from today’s 2.01 billion tons. What a Waste 2.0: A Global 
Snapshot of Solid Waste Management to 2050 aggregates extensive solid waste 
data at the national and urban levels. It estimates and projects waste generation to 
2030 and 2050. Beyond the core data metrics from waste generation to disposal, the 
report provides information on waste management costs, revenues, and tariffs; 
special wastes; regulations; public communication; administrative and 
operational models; and the informal sector. 
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1329-0. SKU: 211329. 292 pages. 
 

 

 
Information and Communications for Development 2018: Data-
Driven Development 
By the World Bank  
 
The Information and Communications for Development series looks in depth at how 
information and communications technologies are affecting economic growth 
in developing countries. This new report, the fourth in the series, examines the 
topic of data-driven development, or how better information makes for better policies. 
The objective is to assist developing-country firms and governments in unlocking 
the value of the data they hold for better service delivery and decision making 
and to empower individuals to take more control of their personal data.  
 
ISBN: 978-1-4648-1325-2. SKU: 211325. 174 pages.  
 

World Bank Group Publications Catalog, January - June 2019 

 

Browse the most recent and forthcoming World Bank Group titles including 
Global Economic Prospects, January 2019, Toward a New Social Contract, 
Accelerating Poverty Reduction in Africa, and many more. To flip through 
the Publications and e-Products e-Catalog click here! 
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