SPEECH OF THE HON. PRESIDENT DURING INAUGURAL SESSION OF THE 2ND SOUTH ASIA PUBLIC PROCUREMENT CONFERENCE HELD AT SERENA ISLAMABAD TODAY, 25 MARCH 2014.



SPEECH FOR THE HONOURABLE PRESIDENT OF PAKISTAN


At the inaugural session on 25th March 2014 at Serena Hotel Islamabad.


Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Raheem
Ms. Nazrat Bashir, Managing Director, Public Procurement Regulatory Authority,
Country Director, World Bank

Country Director, Asian Development Bank

Heads and representatives of the procuring agencies and Auditor General,

Representative of the Secretary-General SAARC,


Delegates,
Distinguished guests, 

Ladies and Gentlemen;

Assalam Alaikum and a very good morning.


It is a matter of pleasure for me to be with you at this inaugural session of the 2nd South Asia Public Procurement Conference. 


I welcome you all to this Conference and hope that you will have a comfortable 

stay here. 


I greatly appreciate World Bank and the Asian Development Bank for their support towards holding of this Conference. Both the institutions have always played a visible role towards development of the region. 

I also felicitate the outgoing chair, Nepal, for their hard work of last two years, since 2011. 

I hope that with the transfer of chairmanship of the conference from Nepal to Pakistan, Pakistan will not only further build on the gains of past but would strengthen and make the forum more vibrant and dynamic. 

Ladies and gentlemen,


It will not be out of place to mention here that Pakistan has the distinction of being the first South Asian country to have its public procurement law enacted in the year 2002 in the form of the Public Procurement Regulatory Authority Ordinance 2002. 

In pursuance of the said Law, the Public procurement Regulatory Authority  PPRA was established the same year and in this way PPRA is the oldest regulator of public procurement in South Asia.

Since then Pakistan has made significant strides in streamlining public 

procurement. 
Public Procurement Rules, Regulations have been put in place. 
Regulatory authorities have been established in the provinces, based on the federal model. 

Procedures have been streamlined and more professionalism introduced.
PPRA rules and procedures have been improved and supported by all successive governments at the federal and provincial levels irrespective of their political inclinations.  

This clearly indicates broad political consensus and assures sustainability of these reforms. 

With strengthening of democracy and judiciary, as well as a robust and independent media, public procurement is increasingly under microscopic scrutiny. 


Ladies and Gentlemen!


Keeping in view its strategic role, the theme of the Conference “moving from compliance to performance” is very appropriate and relevant.

With similar socio-political and economic environment, the countries in the region face the same developmental challenges. 


There are laws and procedures. However, we need to translate these laws and procedures into practices leading to equitable economic growth and poverty alleviation. 
I, therefore, commend the organizers in articulating the conference’s theme.  
This conference, I am sure will provide a very important platform for stakeholders for sharing of knowledge and experiences, understanding issues, improving systems, and supporting action plans and streamlining public procurement to improve performance leading to realization of broader goals and objectives. 
As one of the key objective of this Conference is to explore ways and means of initiating regional cooperation on public procurement, I would suggest SAARC Secretariat to consider taking lead role in promoting mutual cooperation and opening SAARC Public procurement office in Islamabad. Pakistan will warmly welcome such an initiative.


In the end I, once again, extend a very warm welcome to all delegates and I hope that you all have a comfortable stay and fruitful deliberations during this conference. 
I wish the Conference all success in achieving its objectives

Pakistan Paindabad.

