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1. OPEN DATA & WORLD BANK 

By Oleg Petrov 



What is Open Data? 

1. Technically open: Available in a machine-readable standard format 

2. Legally open: Explicitly licensed in a way that permits commercial and 

non-commercial use and re-use without restrictions 



Open = Global Phenomenon 

> 50 countries   > 250 governments 



Why Open Data? Sky is the Limit!  

Transformational Platform for  

Smarter Development and Economic Growth 



[Open Data is] going to help launch more businesses… It’s 

going to help more entrepreneurs come up with products 

and services that we haven’t even imagine yet.  

Presentation Title 

President Barack Obama 



“Greater transparency will 

enable the public to hold 

politicians and public 

bodies to account” 

Presentation Title 

“Public information does not 

belong to Government, it 

belongs to the public” 





World Bank Open Data Initiative  

The World Bank’s Open Data Initiative, which was 

launched in April 2010, provides free, open, 

and easy access to development data, and 

challenges the global community to use the 

data to create new solutions to eradicate 

poverty.  

Today, the World Bank’s Open Data Catalog 

includes over 8,000 development indicators, of 

which 1,400 for 252 countries and 36 aggregate 

groupings, going back over 50 years, in 50 

languages, and is continuously expanding. 



Data Catalog  

• One-stop listing of sources 

• Download entire dataset, access query 

tool 

• Global, regional, and specialized datasets 

• 40+ data compilations 

• 20 datasets including DataBank, 8,000 

indicators 

• 11 datasets accessible through an API, 

3,000+ indicators 

• 1,400 indicators in multiple languages  



Our Open Government Data Initiative 

How the World Bank Helps Governments 



Meet Our Global Open Data Team! 



We have hands-on expertise in all aspects of  

Open Data innovation ecosystem 
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Legal Framework 
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Innovation 
Financing 

Capacity Building 

Institutions 

Open Data 



We help governments with: 

• Open Data Assessments and Action Planning 

• Launching, implementing, and financing Open Data Initiatives 

• Open Data – Supply-side (technical data production, cleaning and 

publication in compliance with Open Data standards) 

• Open Data – Demand-side (Stakeholder socialization via TechCamps, 

Hackathons, Data Clinics, Innovation Challenges, Apps Competitions, 

Media Training through Journalism Bootcamps) 

• Addressing legal issues (Open Data Policy and licensing) 

• Analytical work (case studies, commercialization opportunities behind 

data) 

• Building partnerships and connecting with practitioners  



World Bank Open Data Activities 

• Afghanistan  

• Antigua and Barbuda 

• Botswana 

• Brazil 

• Burkina Faso 

• Dominican Republic 

• Eastern Caribbean 

• Ethiopia 

• Ghana 

• India  

• Indonesia 

• Kenya  

• Macedonia 

• Malawi 

• Mexico 

• Moldova  

• Mongolia  

• Morocco 

• Nigeria  

• Nepal   

• Paraguay  

• Peru 

• Philippines 

• Rwanda  

• Russia 

• Tanzania  

• Tunisia 

• Uruguay  



Key Resource: Open Government Data Toolkit 

The Toolkit is designed to help 

governments get “up to 

speed” in planning and 

implementing an open 

government data program 

while avoiding common 

pitfalls.  

http://data.worldbank.org/open-government-data-toolkit  
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Our Flagship Tool: Open Data Readiness Assessment  

• ODRA is a tool designed to build an 

action plan for Open Data, custom-

tailored to country, subnational 

government, city, or sector  

• It is a set of questions on 8 subjects 

that w consider necessary for a 

successful Open Data Initiative 

• The output is an action plan and a 

report that provides recommendations 

fro the particular government  

• It is not a ranking exercise  



ODRA Methodology  

8 Pillars 

1) Leadership 

2) Policy / Legal Framework  

3) Institutional Structure 

4) Data within Government  

5) Demand for Data / Citizen Engagement  

6) Open Data Ecosystem 

7) Financing  

8) Technology and Skills Infrastructure  

5    6    7    8 



Analytical Work  



Partnership for Open Data (POD) 

An initiative designed to help policy-makers and citizens in developing 

countries understand and build on the benefits of Open Data.  

Objectives: 

• Supporting developing countries to plan, execute, and run Open Data 

Initiative 

• Increasing re-use of Open Data in developing countries 

• Growing the base of evidence on the impact of open data for 

development 



2. Open data in agriculture 

By Prasanna Lal Das 



Open data is not about opening data 



Open data is about answers, decisions, solutions, 

and services 

It’s about making a practical difference on the ground 

 

Data alone is never enough 



Open data in agriculture 



What is the price of a crop 



How can I increase my yield 



What is the best knowledge about my crop 



The open data ecosystem is growing in India 



How do you connect farmers, policy makers, 

innovators, investors, and developers 



A few lessons 

• Don’t think data; think business challenge 

• Don’t merely think challenge; think opportunity 

• Don’t think information; think service 

• Don’t think supply; think demand 

• Don’t think publication; think consumption 

• Don’t do everything yourself; build partnerships 



3. Improving Results through 

Open Data Driven Solutions & 

Citizen Engagement  

By Saki Kumagai 



Closing the Feedback Loop through Open Data 

Open data provides 

opportunities and means for 

government to engage with 

its people and other 

stakeholders in 

transformative manners –  

1) To be more inclusive in 

decision-making process 

2) To provide better and more 

effective services 

3) To achieve good 

governance  



 

How Open Data can be done at project level – and be used as a 

mean to enhance citizen engagement 

Taking greater transparency achieved by Open Data to Social 

Accountability and further stakeholder participation to achieve 

better results and service provision  

How? – In 2 steps  

1) Disclosing data following the Open Data standard – allowing data 

users (e.g., IT firms, entrepreneurs, service providers, academia, etc.)  

to use and re-use data to develop Open Data driven solutions (e.g., 

applications) which can enhance development outcomes   

2) Sharing data in the way general public can understand (as 

information) and ask for their feedback – allowing government to 

constructively engage with its people to enhance data quality, 

incorporate their feedback into analysis and decision-making, etc.  



Examples (World Bank-financed projects) 

Dominican Republic (Electricity Sector – Voz Electrica) 

Kenya (Community Driven Development, Livelihood) 

More examples are seen in Peru, Ecuador, Indonesia, the 
Philippines, PNG (pipeline for piloting, CDD project), Myanmar 
(piloting, CDD project), etc.  

Possibility of further innovation?  



4. Open Data Initiative in India  

By Dr. Shashank Ojha 



Open Government Data is one of the key priorities of PMO… 



New ideas on creating ‘public value’ 

New Ideas associated with Public Value theory  

(Mark Moore, Kennedy Business School, John Benington, Warwick 

Business School).  

• These ideas have brought the focus back on networked governance and 

the role of public agencies in working with citizens to co-create public 

value.  

•  ‘Public value is not created by the public sector alone.  Public value 

outcomes can be generated by the private sector, the voluntary sector 

and informal community organizations, as well as by governments’.  

• Emphasis is on the ‘roles of government is to harness the powers and 

resources of all three sectors (the state, the market and civil society) 

behind a common purpose and strategic priorities, in the pursuit of 

public value goals’.  



India’s OPEN DATA Initiative 



National Data Sharing & Accessibility Policy (NDSAP) 

• India’s NDSAP was formulated through an extensive process of 

consultation. It was gazette notified on 17th March, 2012 

• Data Portal is live at http://data.gov.in 

• More than 90 Data Controllers nominated   

• About 10,824 resources in 3,226 catalogues from 71 Ministries/ 
Departments (as on Aug., 2014) 

• Viewed 1.62 M times, 642,484 downloads by 42,485 registered 
users 

 

http://data.gov.in/


India’s Open Data Platform – data.gov.in  



Datasets by Sectors (data.gov.in) 



Source: https://index.okfn.org/country  

https://index.okfn.org/country


Open Data Barometer 2013 

http://www.opendataresearch.org/barometerp 



OPEN DATA – How Can We Help? 



What support can we offer to Governments of Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana?  

• Review of draft policy documents and formulating recommendations on 

incorporating OD principles by design 

• Benefits and/or readiness assessment (including a field visit) for 

including an open data component in the project or launching a broader 

open data program 

• Training and awareness raising for the Client staff 

• Facilitate uploading of datasets to national OD platform 

• Connect Indian clients with others working on open data solutions in the 

same sector 

• Facilitate AP’s and Telangana’s global and national leadership in using 

open data for rural empowerment  



Join the Revolution 



Open Data Workshop, June 2014 
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