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EDUCATION  Ph.D., Economics,     1992 

University of California, Berkeley 

 

B.A., cum laude, Mathematics,   1985 

Pomona College, Claremont, California 

 

CURRENT   Economic Adviser    Since 2010 

POSITION   Office of the Chief Economist 

World Bank 

 

WORK 

EXPERIENCE  World Bank     1992-2010 

Various Departments 

 

-Lead Economist and PREM Sector Leader for Mexico and 

Colombia (2005-2010).  Responsible for leading the overall 

work program on macroeconomics, public finance, public 

administration and poverty analysis for Colombia and 

Mexico. 

-Senior/Lead Economist, Office of the Chief Economist 

(2001-2005) 

-Country Economist/Sr. Country Economist, 

Argentina/Chile/ Paraguay/Uruguay (1995-2001) 

-Joined the "Young Professionals Program" in 1994 

(rotations on India and Caribbean country units) 

-Consultant 1992-1994 (working on Brazil) 

 

Visiting Lecturer     2004 

George Washington University 

Taught a principles of macroeconomics course in the 

Honors Program 

 

Visiting Scholar     1991 

Federal University of Pernambuco, Brazil 

Taught graduate-level macroeconomics course 

 

Teaching Assistant      1987-1992 

University of California, Berkeley 

Courses in intermediate macroeconomics, intermediate  

microeconomics, econometrics, monetary economics 
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Intern        1989 

Ford Foundation 

Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 

 

Researcher       1987 

Gruen, Gruen & Associates 

Urban and Regional Economics Consulting Firm 

San Francisco, California 

 

Thomas Watson Fellow     1985 

Studied Afro-Brazilian music while living in Brazil for one year. 

 

 

LANGUAGES 

 

Fluency in Portuguese and Spanish. 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 

 

(Refereed Journals) 

 

“Middle-Income Traps: A Conceptual and Empirical Survey,” forthcoming in Journal of 

International Commerce, Economics, and Policy. 

(with Fernando Im) 

 

“Shifting Patterns of Economic Growth and Rethinking Development,” Journal of 

Economic Policy Reform, Volume 15, Issue 3, pp. 171-194, 2012. 

(with Justin Yifu Lin) 

 

“International Redistribution of Income,” World Development, Vol. 37, No. 1, pp. 1-10, 

2008. 

(with François Bourguignon and Victoria Levin) 

 

“Declining International Inequality and Economic Divergence:  Reviewing the Evidence 

through Different Lenses,” Economie Internationale, Vol. 100, pp. 13-25, 2004. 

(with François Bourguignon and Victoria Levin) 

 

“Quem tem mais recursos para governar?  Uma comparação das receitas per capita dos 

estados e municípios brasileiros,”  Revista de Economia Política, Vol. 16,  No. 1, pages 

101-106, 1996. 

(with Gil Shidlo) 

 

“O poder regional no Congresso – uma atualizacão”, Revista Brasileira de Economia, 

Vol. 47(2), pages 305-12, 1993.   

(with Ana Dolores Novaes) 
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“A note on regional voting power and budget allocation in the Brazilian Congress,” 

Revista Brasileira de Economia, Vol. 45(2), pages 313-324, 1991. 

(with Ana Dolores Novaes) 

 

 

(Conference Volumes) 

 

“Comment on ‘Brazil: Resilience in the Face of the Global Crisis’,” in Mustapha K. 

Nabli, editor, The Great Recession and Developing Countries: Economic Impact and 

Growth Prospects, World Bank: Washington DC, 2010. 

 

“Policies for Pro-Poor Growth in India,” chapter in K. Basu, editor, India’s Emerging 

Economy, MIT Press, 2004. 

(with Manuela Ferro and Nicholas Stern) 

 

“Rules for Stabilizing Intergovernmental Transfers in Latin America”, chapter in G. 

Kopits, editor, Rules-Based Fiscal Policy in Emerging Markets, Palgrave-Macmillan 

Press, 2004. 

(with Christian Gonzalez and Steve Webb) 

 

 

(Working Papers) 

 

“A Note on the Simple Algebra of the Shared Prosperity Indicator,” World Bank Policy 

Research Working Paper 6645, September 2013. 

(with Tamara J. McGavock) 

 

“Middle-Income Traps: A Conceptual and Empirical Survey,” World Bank Policy 

Research Working Paper 6594, September 2013. 

(with Fernando Gabriel Im) 

 

“Reform of the International Monetary System:  A Jagged History and Uncertain 

Prospects,” World Bank Policy Research Working Paper 6070, May 2012. 

(with Justin Yifu Lin and Shahrokh Fardoust) 

 

“Shifting Patterns of Economic Growth and Rethinking Development,” World Bank 

Policy Research Working Paper Number 6040, April 2012. 

(with Justin Yifu Lin) 

 

“Regional Economic Growth in Mexico: Recent Evolution and the Role of Governance,” 

World Bank Policy Research Working Paper Number 5369, July 2010. 

(with Eli Weiss) 

 

“Global Redistribution of  Income,”  World Bank Policy Research Working Paper 

Number 3961, July 2006.  

(with François Bourguignon and Victoria Levin)  
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“Stabilizing Intergovernmental Transfers in Latin America: A Complement to National/ 

Subnational Fiscal Rules?”  World Bank Policy Research Working Paper Number 2869, 

July 2002. 

(with Christian Gonzalez and Steve Webb) 

 

“Sustainability, Yield Loss and Imediatismo: Choice of Technique at the Frontier,”  

LATEN Discussion Note No. 1, World Bank, 1993. 

(with Robert Schneider, Gunars Platais and Maryla Webb) 

 

(World Bank Reports)  

 

As Principal Author/co-Author/Editor: 

 

Promoting Shared Prosperity in an Unequal World:  Key Challenges and the Role of the 

World Bank Group, Development Committee Paper, Fall 2014 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DEVCOMMINT/Documentation/23615267/DC2014-

0008%28E%29SharedProsperity.pdf 

 

Growth in the Post-Crisis Global Economy:  Challenges for the Developing Countries, 

Spring 2014 (with Mohammad Zia Qureshi) 

http://search.worldbank.org/devcomm?_foldid_exact=Documentation&os=10 

 

Mexico:  Private Housing Finance Markets Strengthening Project, Report No. 45818-

MX, 2009.  

 

Mexico: Country Partnership Strategy, Report No. 42846-MX, 2008. 

 

Mexico: An Agenda for Growth and Employment, 2007. 

 

Mexico: Creating the Foundations for Equitable Growth (Policy Notes), Report No. 

39993-MX, 2007. 

 

Colombia 2006-2010:  A Window of Opportunity (Policy Notes), Report No. 50681, 

2006. 

 

Argentina:  Structural Adjustment Loan, President’s Report, P7479, 2001. 

 

Argentina:  Provincial Tax and Revenue-Sharing Reform, Report No. 19395-AR, 1999. 

 

Argentina:  Provincial Finances Update, 1997/1998/1999/2000, Internal Reports. 

 

Paraguay:  Decentralization Issues and Options, Report No. 17907-PA, 1998. 

 

Uruguay:  Country Assistance Strategy, Report No. 20355-UR, 2000. 

 

Uruguay:  Local Government Finance, 1999. 

 

As a Contributor: 

http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DEVCOMMINT/Documentation/23615267/DC2014-0008%28E%29SharedProsperity.pdf
http://siteresources.worldbank.org/DEVCOMMINT/Documentation/23615267/DC2014-0008%28E%29SharedProsperity.pdf
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Guatemala: Public Expenditure Review, 2005. 

 

Colombia:  Country Partnership Strategy, Report No. 42847-CO, 2008. 

 

Argentina:  Reforming Policies and Institutions for Efficiency and Equity of Public 

Expenditures,” Report No. 25991-AR, 2003. 

 

Uruguay:  The Rural Sector and Natural Resources, Report No. 24409-UR, 2002. 

 

Argentina:  The Fiscal Dimension of the Convertibility Plan, Report No. 16996-AR, 

1998. 

 

Argentina:  Cordoba Public Sector Assessment and Proposal for Reform, Report No. 

15132-AR, 1996. 

 

Argentina:  Provincial Finances Study, Report No. 15487-AR, 1997. 

 

Argentina:  Convertibility Plan—Assessment and Potential Prospects, Report No. 15402-

AR, 1996. 

 

Argentina:  Country Assistance Strategy, Various years. 

 

Caribbean Region:  Public Sector Modernization, Report No. 15185-CRG, 1995. 

India:  Country Economic Memorandum, Report No. 15882-IN, 1995.  

 

 

Contributor to President’s Reports of various World Bank policy based loans, including: 

 

Mexico:  Economic Policies in Response to the Global Crisis Development Policy Loan 

(DPL) 

 

Mexico:  Framework for Green Growth DPL. 

 

Colombia: Financial Sector DPL. 

 

Argentina: Second Provincial Reform Loans—Salta, Tucuman, San Juan and Rio Negro.  

 

Argentina: Special Structural Adjustment Loan and Special Repurchase Facility Support 

Loan 

 

Argentina: Catamarca Provincial Reform Loan 

 

Argentina: Santa Fe Provincial Reform Loan 


