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Brazil Country Context

FAST FACTS: 
•Population (2012): 198.7 million 
•GDP (2012): $2.253 trillion 
•GDP per capita (2012): $11,340 
•GDP growth (2012): 0.9% 
•Inflation (2012): 5.4% 
•Human Development Index (2012): 0.730 (ranked 85/186) 
•Mean Years of Schooling (2010): 7.2 years 
•Literacy Rates (2010): 

lAdult total (% of people ages 15 and above): 90% 
lAdult Male (% of males ages 15 and above): 91% 
lAdult Female (% of females ages 15 and above): 90% 

•Life Expectancy at Birth (2011): 73 years 
•Poverty Headcount at national poverty line (% of population): 
•     2013: 15,9% 

l2009: 21.4% 
l2008: 22.6% 
l2007: 24.2% 

•Access to Information Law: Passed in 2012 
•Form of Government: Multiparty Federal Republic with two legislative houses



Inequality in Brazil
•Brazil experiences extreme regional differences, especially in social 
indicators such as health, infant mortality and nutrition. The richer South 
and Southeast regions enjoy much better indicators than the poorer 
North and Northeast. 


•Poverty (people living with US$2 per day) has fallen markedly, from 21% 
of the population in 2003 to 11% in 2009. Extreme poverty (people living 
with US$1.25 per day) also dropped dramatically, from 10% in 2004 to 
2.2% in 2009. 40 million Brazilians rose from poverty and entered the 
middle class over the past decade. 

lAlmost TWO TIMES the entire population of Yemen (about 24 
million). 



•Between 2001 and 2009, the income growth rate of the poorest 10% of 
the population was 7% per year, while that of the richest 10% was 1.7%. 

lIncome growth of the poorest 10% FOUR TIMES greater than that of 
the richest 10%.  



•Despite these achievements, inequality remains at relatively high 
levels for a middle income country.
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Participatory budgeting



• The first full participatory budgeting process was developed in the city of Porto 

Alegre, Brazil, starting in 1989 



• Is a process of democratic deliberation and decision-making, and a type of 
participatory democracy, in which ordinary people decide how to allocate part of 
a public budget. 



• Allows citizens to identify, discuss, and prioritize public spending projects, and 

gives them the power to make real decisions about how money is spent.



• Steps:  



• 1) Community members identify spending priorities and select budget delegates  



• 2) Budget delegates develop specific spending proposals, with help from experts  



• 3) Community members vote on which proposals to fund  



• 4) The city or institution implements the top proposals

Participatory budgeting







Transparency Map 



Government employee spendings 











































Representative 
Democracy 

X 
Participative 
Democracy 



Promoting the 
equality makes 
the difference 


