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Why does Pact work on Why does Pact work on Why does Pact work on Why does Pact work on 

mining?mining?mining?mining?
• OurOurOurOur workworkworkwork isisisis consistentconsistentconsistentconsistent withwithwithwith ourourourour

livelihoodslivelihoodslivelihoodslivelihoods improvementimprovementimprovementimprovement &&&& naturalnaturalnaturalnatural
resourcesresourcesresourcesresources managementmanagementmanagementmanagement portfolioportfolioportfolioportfolio

• ToToToTo meetmeetmeetmeet ourourourour promisepromisepromisepromise ofofofof aaaa worldworldworldworld
wherewherewherewhere resourceresourceresourceresource----dependentdependentdependentdependent
communitiescommunitiescommunitiescommunities gaingaingaingain lastinglastinglastinglasting benefitsbenefitsbenefitsbenefits
fromfromfromfrom thethethethe sustainablesustainablesustainablesustainable useuseuseuse ofofofof thethethethe
naturalnaturalnaturalnatural resourcesresourcesresourcesresources aroundaroundaroundaround themthemthemthem....

Mining is a Mining is a Mining is a Mining is a “moment in time”. “moment in time”. “moment in time”. “moment in time”. It can be It can be It can be It can be 
an opportunity where a nonan opportunity where a nonan opportunity where a nonan opportunity where a non----
renewable resource to have renewable resource to have renewable resource to have renewable resource to have lasting lasting lasting lasting 

benefits benefits benefits benefits for communities and nations. for communities and nations. for communities and nations. for communities and nations. 



Who are artisanal Who are artisanal Who are artisanal Who are artisanal miners in the Ethiopian miners in the Ethiopian miners in the Ethiopian miners in the Ethiopian 

context? context? context? context? (Project Specific)(Project Specific)(Project Specific)(Project Specific)

• Estimated to range from 500,000 Estimated to range from 500,000 Estimated to range from 500,000 Estimated to range from 500,000 –––– 1 1 1 1 
million miners. million miners. million miners. million miners. 

• 62.5% 62.5% 62.5% 62.5% are men are men are men are men and 37. 5% and 37. 5% and 37. 5% and 37. 5% are womenare womenare womenare women

• 87878787....0000%%%% ofofofof womenwomenwomenwomen andandandand 77777777....1111%%%% ofofofof menmenmenmen
havehavehavehave alreadyalreadyalreadyalready beenbeenbeenbeen inininin miningminingminingmining businessbusinessbusinessbusiness forforforfor
moremoremoremore thanthanthanthan 6666 yearsyearsyearsyears....

• Men Men Men Men miners 57.8% do extraction; miners 57.8% do extraction; miners 57.8% do extraction; miners 57.8% do extraction; 
Women miners Women miners Women miners Women miners 19.1% are 19.1% are 19.1% are 19.1% are service service service service 
provider, 28.2% provider, 28.2% provider, 28.2% provider, 28.2% do a mix of all activities do a mix of all activities do a mix of all activities do a mix of all activities 
in the mining sitesin the mining sitesin the mining sitesin the mining sites

• 51.2% of miners have learned through 51.2% of miners have learned through 51.2% of miners have learned through 51.2% of miners have learned through 
employment as a daily labourer and employment as a daily labourer and employment as a daily labourer and employment as a daily labourer and 
44.244.244.244.2% have learned through coaching of % have learned through coaching of % have learned through coaching of % have learned through coaching of 
a family a family a family a family membermembermembermember



Continued.… Continued.… Continued.… Continued.… 
• 63636363....4444%%%% ofofofof minersminersminersminers reportedreportedreportedreported doingdoingdoingdoing miningminingminingmining throughoutthroughoutthroughoutthroughout thethethethe yearyearyearyear

• 43434343....2222%%%% ofofofof minersminersminersminers dodododo farmingfarmingfarmingfarming;;;; 25252525....8888%%%% havehavehavehave nononono otherotherotherother
livelihoodlivelihoodlivelihoodlivelihood optionsoptionsoptionsoptions

• 24242424....6666%%%% feltfeltfeltfelt theytheytheythey dodododo getgetgetget reasonablereasonablereasonablereasonable incomeincomeincomeincome thatthatthatthat compensatecompensatecompensatecompensate
theirtheirtheirtheir effortseffortseffortsefforts

• ChildrenChildrenChildrenChildren areareareare alsoalsoalsoalso practicingpracticingpracticingpracticing miningminingminingmining---- AmharaAmharaAmharaAmhara regionalregionalregionalregional statestatestatestate
hashashashas thethethethe highesthighesthighesthighest numbernumbernumbernumber --------------------

• poor academic performance, absenteeism , prone to addiction, 
short sighted 

• Less women participate in mineral transaction: Less women participate in mineral transaction: Less women participate in mineral transaction: Less women participate in mineral transaction: 
• 31% due to cultural reasons, 16% household chores, 10%
lack of capital, 10 not interested and 12% for all the
combined purposes

• “Artisanal” miners in Africa are “Artisanal” miners in Africa are “Artisanal” miners in Africa are “Artisanal” miners in Africa are oftenoftenoftenoften (but not always) seasonal. Cost (but not always) seasonal. Cost (but not always) seasonal. Cost (but not always) seasonal. Cost 
& dangers mean that they are & dangers mean that they are & dangers mean that they are & dangers mean that they are often idle in the rainy season.often idle in the rainy season.often idle in the rainy season.often idle in the rainy season.



Continued.… Continued.… Continued.… Continued.… 

• Minimal knowledge on Minimal knowledge on Minimal knowledge on Minimal knowledge on 

health challenges of their health challenges of their health challenges of their health challenges of their 

lifelifelifelife

• Only 0.3Only 0.3Only 0.3Only 0.3% of mining % of mining % of mining % of mining sites sites sites sites 

have have have have access access access access to pipe to pipe to pipe to pipe waterwaterwaterwater

• 62.7%  don't know how to 62.7%  don't know how to 62.7%  don't know how to 62.7%  don't know how to 

treat water or the treat water or the treat water or the treat water or the 

importance of itimportance of itimportance of itimportance of it

• only only only only 9% of mining sites 9% of mining sites 9% of mining sites 9% of mining sites 

were reported to have were reported to have were reported to have were reported to have 

latrineslatrineslatrineslatrines
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Continued.… Continued.… Continued.… Continued.… 

• Recurrent diseases like Recurrent diseases like Recurrent diseases like Recurrent diseases like 
malaria, TB, Asthma are malaria, TB, Asthma are malaria, TB, Asthma are malaria, TB, Asthma are 
common  common  common  common  

• 61.8% of accidents relate to 61.8% of accidents relate to 61.8% of accidents relate to 61.8% of accidents relate to 
poor mining practices  or poor mining practices  or poor mining practices  or poor mining practices  or 
collapse of tunnel/shaft collapse of tunnel/shaft collapse of tunnel/shaft collapse of tunnel/shaft 

• Health facilities are located Health facilities are located Health facilities are located Health facilities are located 
min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 min. 5 kmskmskmskms far from these far from these far from these far from these 
areasareasareasareas

• Income information is Income information is Income information is Income information is 
extremely difficult to gatherextremely difficult to gatherextremely difficult to gatherextremely difficult to gather



Environmental Impact:Environmental Impact:Environmental Impact:Environmental Impact:

• DueDueDueDue totototo poorpoorpoorpoor extractionextractionextractionextraction

techniquestechniquestechniquestechniques hugehugehugehuge

environmentenvironmentenvironmentenvironment degradationdegradationdegradationdegradation

andandandand poorpoorpoorpoor rehabrehabrehabrehab practicespracticespracticespractices

• TypicalTypicalTypicalTypical impactsimpactsimpactsimpacts areareareare::::

deforestationdeforestationdeforestationdeforestation,,,, toptoptoptop soilsoilsoilsoil

removal,removal,removal,removal, useuseuseuse ofofofof chemicals,chemicals,chemicals,chemicals,

disruptiondisruptiondisruptiondisruption ofofofof chemicalschemicalschemicalschemicals inininin

soil,soil,soil,soil, changedchangedchangedchanged hydrologyhydrologyhydrologyhydrology ofofofof

riversriversriversrivers



The ASM “The ASM “The ASM “The ASM “poverty trappoverty trappoverty trappoverty trap”:”:”:”:



Progress to date: Progress to date: Progress to date: Progress to date: 
• ProjectProjectProjectProject agreementagreementagreementagreement hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen signedsignedsignedsigned withwithwithwith regionalregionalregionalregional

bureausbureausbureausbureaus

• ASMASMASMASM communitiescommunitiescommunitiescommunities hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen selectedselectedselectedselected

• ProjectProjectProjectProject launchinglaunchinglaunchinglaunching andandandand familiarizationfamiliarizationfamiliarizationfamiliarization carriedcarriedcarriedcarried outoutoutout atatatat eacheacheacheach
targettargettargettarget levellevellevellevel

• ProjectProjectProjectProject targettargettargettarget cooperativescooperativescooperativescooperatives areareareare identifiedidentifiedidentifiedidentified

• WomenWomenWomenWomen ESGESGESGESG andandandand establishedestablishedestablishedestablished

• SocioSocioSocioSocio----economiceconomiceconomiceconomic assessmentassessmentassessmentassessment totototo understandunderstandunderstandunderstand thethethethe
dynamicsdynamicsdynamicsdynamics betweenbetweenbetweenbetween thesethesethesethese communitiescommunitiescommunitiescommunities finalizedfinalizedfinalizedfinalized

• TOTTOTTOTTOT onononon Health/WASHHealth/WASHHealth/WASHHealth/WASH andandandand BCCBCCBCCBCC hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen providedprovidedprovidedprovided
totototo communitiescommunitiescommunitiescommunities

• ProjectProjectProjectProject PMPPMPPMPPMP hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen developeddevelopeddevelopeddeveloped

• DraftDraftDraftDraft SGPSGPSGPSGP manualmanualmanualmanual hashashashas beenbeenbeenbeen developeddevelopeddevelopeddeveloped andandandand submittedsubmittedsubmittedsubmitted
forforforfor reviewreviewreviewreview



Pact visit to 

opal mining 

sites in June 

2014



Can we afford to ignore Can we afford to ignore Can we afford to ignore Can we afford to ignore ASM?  ASM?  ASM?  ASM?  

• ASMASMASMASM isisisis thethethethe biggestbiggestbiggestbiggest partpartpartpart ofofofof thethethethe

miningminingminingmining sectorsectorsectorsector....

• ArtisanalArtisanalArtisanalArtisanal &&&& smallsmallsmallsmall----scalescalescalescale miningminingminingmining::::

10101010%%%% ofofofof worldworldworldworld output,output,output,output, 90909090%%%% ofofofof

miningminingminingmining workforceworkforceworkforceworkforce ((((30303030----50505050 millionmillionmillionmillion

minersminersminersminers inininin 70707070 countries)countries)countries)countries) otherotherotherother

operationsoperationsoperationsoperations don’tdon’tdon’tdon’t produceproduceproduceproduce jobsjobsjobsjobs

forforforfor lowlowlowlow----skillskillskillskill workersworkersworkersworkers

• ASMASMASMASM producesproducesproducesproduces:::: 15151515----25252525%%%% ofofofof allallallall

gold,gold,gold,gold, 15151515%%%% ofofofof allallallall diamonds,diamonds,diamonds,diamonds, 80808080%%%%

ofofofof allallallall coloredcoloredcoloredcolored gemstonesgemstonesgemstonesgemstones.

They are the world’s They are the world’s They are the world’s They are the world’s 

“hidden suppliers”“hidden suppliers”“hidden suppliers”“hidden suppliers”



MiddleMiddleMiddleMiddle----ground for all stakeholders:ground for all stakeholders:ground for all stakeholders:ground for all stakeholders:

• BCC BCC BCC BCC in ASM to improve health & safety on ASM in ASM to improve health & safety on ASM in ASM to improve health & safety on ASM in ASM to improve health & safety on ASM sitessitessitessites

• Skill Skill Skill Skill building and building and building and building and professionalizationprofessionalizationprofessionalizationprofessionalization

• Improve Improve Improve Improve efficiency/production efficiency/production efficiency/production efficiency/production 

• UUUUnderstand nderstand nderstand nderstand the full potential of their local the full potential of their local the full potential of their local the full potential of their local geologygeologygeologygeology

• Provision of business skillProvision of business skillProvision of business skillProvision of business skill

• Access to financial institution Access to financial institution Access to financial institution Access to financial institution 

• Developing Developing Developing Developing markets (local & international) markets (local & international) markets (local & international) markets (local & international) so so so so that they that they that they that they 

grow to a bigger grow to a bigger grow to a bigger grow to a bigger contributors contributors contributors contributors of of of of Ethiopia’s Ethiopia’s Ethiopia’s Ethiopia’s economyeconomyeconomyeconomy

• IIIIntegration ntegration ntegration ntegration of ASM mined stones into local tourist of ASM mined stones into local tourist of ASM mined stones into local tourist of ASM mined stones into local tourist 

markets products markets products markets products markets products 



Cont.… Cont.… Cont.… Cont.… 

• Development of Development of Development of Development of ‘‘‘‘ethical markets’ethical markets’ethical markets’ethical markets’ in country for in country for in country for in country for 

Ethiopia’s gems Ethiopia’s gems Ethiopia’s gems Ethiopia’s gems 

• Incentivize Incentivize Incentivize Incentivize responsible responsible responsible responsible productionproductionproductionproduction

• Training for smallTraining for smallTraining for smallTraining for small----scale miners to become scale miners to become scale miners to become scale miners to become tomorrow’s tomorrow’s tomorrow’s tomorrow’s 

industrial mine workersindustrial mine workersindustrial mine workersindustrial mine workers

• Training  Training  Training  Training  & opportunity building & opportunity building & opportunity building & opportunity building for today’s smallfor today’s smallfor today’s smallfor today’s small----scale scale scale scale 

miners to become miners to become miners to become miners to become suppliers for tomorrow’ssuppliers for tomorrow’ssuppliers for tomorrow’ssuppliers for tomorrow’s industrial industrial industrial industrial 

minesminesminesmines



Questions?



Thank you!

Yared Antonious, 
ASM Project Manager, 

Pact Ethiopia

YAntonious@pactworld.org


